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PREFACE. 



THIS volume sets forth the pedigree of a family, 
which has given warriors to the field, and digni- 
taries to the church. 

Mr. Harland devoted much attention to the history of 
the Pilkington family. It was a favourite subject, and 
he applied to it all that energy for which he was remark- 
able. Unfortunately, he was removed by death before 
he completed his task. His collections on this subject 
were placed in the hands of the present Editor, and how 
extensive they were will be seen by the following list : 

The Life of Bishop Pilkington, the first Protestant Bishop of Durham. 

Chiefly compiled from Letters, Papers, and other Authentic 

Records, by the Rev. J. Whitaker, M.A., Head Master of the 

Free Grammar School of Queen Elizabeth, founded by the Bishop 

at his native village, Rivington, Lancashire. Anno Domini 1566. 

4to MS., pp. 2 1 2. {Marked B.) 
An abridgement of the above, by J. H. 1864. 4to, pp. 39. (MS 

marked R) 
Pilkington Notes and Memoranda, from 1724 to 1835. J. H. 1854. 

4to, pp. 24. {MS. marked C.) 
Pedigrees and Records of Pilkington of Pilkington, Rivington, Ple- 

sington, Stand, Salford, Sharpies, Breightmet, Halliwell, Bolton, 

&c. J. H. 4to, pp. 168. (MS. marked D.) 
Pilkington Extracts from Records, Deeds, Wills, MSS., and printed 

books. J. H. 4to, pp. 59. (MS. marked F.) 
Three early Deeds relating to the Pilkington family. (Communicated 
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to J. H. by the Rev. Canon Raines.) 4to, pp. 5. (MS. marked 
G.) 

Pilkington Evidences from Public Records, Charters, &c. J. H. 1863. 
4to, pp. 30, and a to aa. (MS. marked H.) 

Pilkingtons of the county of Durham, and Pilkingtons of Sharpies and 
Bolton. Wills, Pedigrees, and Memoranda. J. H. 1864. 4to, 
pp. 55. (MS. marked I.) 

Pilkington of Sharpies, &c. Registers, Monumental Inscriptions, 
Bibles, &c J. H. 4to, pp. 54. (MS. marked L.) 

Were there two Sir Thomas Pilkingtons ? temp. Edward IV., Richard 
III, and Henry VIL, or within the years 1461 and 1487 ? An 
inquiry suggested by various conflicting statements in the family 
pedigrees and genealogies. By John Harland, F.S.A. 1864. 
4to, pp. 27. (MS. marked M.) 

Pilkington Transcripts, &c, &c J. H. 4to, pp. 21. (MS. marked 
N.) 

The Pilkingtons of Rivington : a genealogical and biographical nana- * 
tive. Compiled by John Harland, F.S.A. 1864. 4to, pp. 200. 
(MS. in four books, marked O. P. J. K.) 

Rivington Deeds and Documents, from Notes taken by J. H. at 
Rivington Hall, May 16th and 17th, 1864. 4to, pp. 54. (MS. 
marked Q.) 

The Three Sir Johns Pilkington : a Monograph, by John Harland, 
F.S.A. 1864. 4to, pp. 35. (MS. marked S.) 

Were there two or three successive Sir Rogers? J. H. 4to, pp. 13. 
(MS. marked T.) 

Pilkington entries in the Registers of the Manchester Cathedral, Col- 
legiate, and Parish Church : Marriages, 1579 to 1685. Bap- 
tisms, 1575 to 1576. Burials, 1573 to 1605. Extracted by Mr. 
John Owen of Hale. 4to. (MS. marked U.) 

Rivington Deeds. J. H. 1864. i2mo. (MS. marked a.) 

Index to Christian Names in Registers, &c J. H. i2mo. (MS. 
marked e.) 

Abstracts of Pilkington Deeds. J. H. i2mo, 3 parts. (MS. marked 
b, c, d.) 

Pedigree of Pilkington and of Rivington. Compiled by John Har- 
land, F.S. A. (MS. folding sheet) 
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Preface. v 

In addition to these note books and monographs were 
several parcels of papers, letters, seals, &c, &c, relating 
to the same subject 

This mass of material has been carefully examined, but 
two points only seem needful to be mentioned here. 
Mr. Harland proposed to have constructed a complete 
pedigree in sheet form. This would have been simply 
a restatement of the facts contained in the several pedi- 
grees as now arranged in this volume. It has therefore 
been omitted. The second observation relates to the 
earlier history of the family. There can be no doubt 
that much confusion has arisen from the occasional incor- 
poration into the Lancashire part of individuals belonging 
to other branches of the family. The merit of clearing 
this tangled mass of confusion belongs to Mr. William 
Langton, who has obligingly communicated the result of 
his inquiries, which will be found in Appendix A. 

Certain slight modifications necessary in fitting Mr. 
Harlands MS. for the press have been silently made. 
The Editor is, however, responsible for the portions 
of the introduction enclosed in double brackets [[ J\; 
and for the general conduct of the work through the 
press. 

Mr. Harland, had he been permitted to have finished 
his work, would have returned thanks to the many friends 
by whom he was aided in the course of his researches, 
chief amongst them, after the members of the Pilkington 
family, being Mr. William Langton, the Rev. Canon 
Raines, and Mr. John Owen of Hale. 
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The Editor, in addition to those named above, has to 
record his acknowledgments to the Rev. Brooke Her- 
ford. 

The Editor feels that, notwithstanding a good deal of 
patient labour on his own part, the value of the volume 
rests upon the industry and integrity of its original com- 
piler, Mr. John Harland — an industry unsurpassed, and 
an integrity unstained and unsuspected 

W. E. A. A. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION. 



THE ancient and knightly family of Pilkington of Lanca- 
shire, like most other very old English families, has an 
origin shrouded in the obscurity of the distant past, and an early 
genealogy confused and doubtful ; because, so far as it precedes 
all our national records, it must rest mainly, if not wholly, upon 
tradition. 

To collect all that remains to us relating to this family, 
whether of tradition or of historical fact, and thus to provide ma- 
terials for a trustworthy history of the Pilkingtons of Lancashire, 
is the object of the compiler of this volume. His materials have 
been collected from a great variety of sources ; principally, how- 
ever, from the papers and documents in possession of members 
of the family ; from the manuscript collections of old deeds and 
documents, made by Kuerden, Dodsworth, and other Lancashire 
antiquaries ; from the many printed volumes of the public re- 
cords ; from genealogical notices and pedigrees of the family, in 
various topographical, genealogical, and other works, — as Baines's 
History of Lancashire, Suttees' History of Durham, Blomefield's 
History of Norfolk, Gregson's Portfolio of Fragments relating to 
the history, &c, of Lancashire, the Statutes and Charter ofRi- 
vingion School, with a Memoir of the Founder, by the Rev. J. 
Whitaker, master of the school, &c. Burke's Commoners of 
England and his Landed Gentry have also been referred to for 
their genealogical accounts of various branches of the family. 
The heralds' visitations of the counties of York and Lancaster, 
the wills in the Diocesan Episcopal Registries of Chester, Dur- 
ham, York, &c, have been examined, and of some of them copies, 
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of others abstracts, have been made ; while other wills have been 
found in the printed volumes of the Surtees Society, the Chetham 
Society, &c In short, no known and available source of informa- 
tion has been wittingly overlooked or neglected. 

The various pedigrees and genealogies of the family, in print 
and in MS., differ so widely, and, especially in the earlier period, 
are so obscure and conflicting, as in some cases to be utterly ir- 
reconcileable with each other. It is, therefore, deemed necessary 
to give the chief of these longer pedigrees, noting in italics 
any supposed errors and suggested corrections, alterations, and 
additions, with the authorities for such emendations. 

Pages i and 2 contain Burke's lineage of the family, as printed 
in his Landed Gentry (edition of 1858), from the Conquest to the 
period when one branch settled in Yorkshire; and in this volume, 
which is limited to the Lancashire Pilkingtons, it terminates 
with Arthur Pilkington of Bradley, the ancestor of the Pilking- 
tons, baronets, of Chevet, in the county of York, &c. 

Next is a copy, from the large sheet pedigree in the possession 
of William Ormerod Pilkington, esq., of the Willows, Preston, 
Lancashire, of the pedigree of Pilkington of Pilkington (purposely 
omitting here the Rivington branch) compiled by Sir George 
Naylor, York herald, for John Pilkington, esq., of Bolton, in 
1 818 (p. 4). This is followed by the same herald's pedigree of 
the Pilkingtons of Rivington (p. 9). The Durham division of 
the Rivington branch (p. 13) has, for the most part, been copied 
by Sir George Naylor, from the printed pedigree in Surtees* 
History of the County of Durliam ; any deviation from that is 
noted in italics. 

The pedigree of the Pilkingtons of Sharpies, Breightmet, Bol- 
ton, &c. (p. 28), then follows, as compiled from family papers, 
parish registers, entries in family bibles, and information collected 
by and from various .members of the family early in the nine- 
teenth century. The text of this pedigree, entered on the large 
sheet pedigree of Sir George Naylor by Miss J. N. Pilkington, 
has been followed. 
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Pilkingtons of Lancashire. ix 

The form in which the pedigrees are transcribed in this volume, 
has been adopted from a belief that a book is a more convenient 
shape than a very large sheet both to read and to handle, and 
enables a number of pedigrees to be brought together in a form 
admitting of easy access, examination, and comparison. 



The Pilkingtons of Lancashire. 

The most remarkable features in the story of lineage of the 
Pilkington family of Lancashire, are : — , 

i. The tradition of a Pilkington fighting under king Harold 
at the battle of Hastings, A.D. 1066 ; afterwards escaping under 
the disguise of a thresher or a mower ; and subsequently joining 
in the first crusade in 1096. 

2. The partition of the family estates between two sons, circd 
1 278-1 300 ; giving to the elder that of Pilkington, to the younger 
that of Rivington, thus forming the great territorial division and 
distinction between the older and younger branches of the 
family. 

[[This would perhaps be better described as successive settle- 
ments of younger members upon the waste land of Rivington.]] 

3. The services of Sir John Pilkington, knt, and of John Pilk- 
ington, esq., his son, and their men-at-arms and retainers, in the 
wars of Henry V. in France, and particularly in the battle of 
Agincourt, in October, 141 5 ; the king pledging some of his 
jewels and plate to the younger, in his inability to pay war- 
wages ; and the redemption of these, on paying the sums due, in 

1431- 

4. The battle of Bosworth Field, 24th August, 1485, when 
several of the Lancashire Pilkingtons fought under Richard III. 
Sir Thomas of Stanley, the head of the family, is wrongly said 
to have been beheaded, and it is certain that he was included in 
a bill of attainder, and that most of the Lancashire estates were 

b 
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thus forfeited to the crown, and given by Henry VII. to Thomas 
Lord Stanley, who was created first earl of Derby. 

5. The death of Sir Thomas, slain while fighting for Lambert 
Simnel, at the battle of Stoke, near Newark, in 1487. 

6. The extinction of the male line in Sir Roger, son and heir 
of Sir Thomas, slain at Stoke ; this Sir Roger having no son, his 
estates, at his death in 1501-2, were divided amongst his six 
daughters, co-heiresses. 

7. The Durham off-shoot from the younger or Rivington 
branch, consisting of five sons of Richard Pilkington of Riving- 
ton, entering the church and holding dignities or rich benefices 
in the diocese of Durham. James, the third son, became bishop 
of Durham ; Francis, fourth son, (?) rector of Whitburn ; Leonard, 
fifth son, D.D., master of St. John's college, Cambridge, rector of 
Whitburn, and a prebendary of Durham cathedral ; John, sixth 
son, B.D. or D.D., rector of Easington, a prebendary and after- 
wards archdeacon of Durham ; and Lawrence, seventh son, rector 
of Kimblesworth, and curate of Witton Gilbert. 

8. The eldest male line of Rivington becoming extinct on the 
death of Robert Pilkington, 17th November 1605 ; followed by 
the sale of the manor and estates of Rivington, by his executors 
in 1611. 

9. The broken link between the Rivington and Durham Pilk- 
ingtons and the Pilkingtons of Sharpies, — especially James, who 
married Elizabeth Stones in 1627, — from whom are descended 
the Pilkingtons of Sharpies, Breightmet, Bolton, Preston, St. 
Helens, Sutton, &c, and the branches now settled in Ireland. 

Amongst the minor points of interest in the family history 
are — the grant of free warren to Roger de Pilkinton in 1290-91 ; 
a Robert Pilkington of Bury, esq., who, in a petition to parlia- 
ment in 1459-60, was included in a list of "notorious extor- 
tioners, oppressors, &c." ; a license by Edward IV. to Sir Thomas 
Pilkington, to kernel and embattle his manor-house at Stand ; the 
tradition of a Sir John Pilkington wrongfully obtaining posses- 
sion of the estate of a Rhodes of Rhodes, near Middleton ; the 
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fate of Sir Thomas Pilkington after the battle of Bosworth, it 
being doubtful whether he was killed, or executed at Leicester 
or elsewhere ; the bond of a Sir John Pilkington not to take 
up arms against the king [? Henry VII.], &c. &c 

As to the honours, dignities, and posts held by members of 
this knightly family in successive periods, may be enumerated 
the following : — 

1200-7. Sir Alexander was one of a commission of seventeen 
knights for the Lancashire inquisition. 

1 315-16. Sir Roger was an overseer of the assize of arms, and 
a commissioner of array for Lancashire ; also a commissioner for 
the perambulation of forests. 

1 3 17. Sir Roger was a commissioner of array, and a leader of 
Lancashire levies. 

1355-6. Sir Roger was elected knight of the shire for the 
county of Lancaster. 

1384-93. Sir Roger was a justice and custos of the peace for 
the Wapentake or Hundred of Salford. 

1386-89. Sir Roger was a knight banneret, attending at the 
Grosvenor and Scrope trial, as to the right of Grosvenor to bear 
certain arms. 

1401-2. Sir John was a knight of the body to Henry IV. 

141 8. John Pilkington, jun., son of Sir John Pilkington, was 
appointed king's escheator in Ireland. 

1438-9^ Thomas Pilkington was collector of the customs and 
subsidies at the ports of Plymouth and Fowey. 

1461-70. John Pilkington was one of the "esquires of the 
king's body" to Edward IV. He was also appointed chief 
forester of Sowerby Chase, and keeper of Erringden Park. 

In 1463, 1465, 1472, and 1473, a Thomas Pilkington was 
sheriff of Lancashire, and in the last year, also bailiff of Salford- 
shire, and constable of the town of Manchester. 

In 1473, Sir John was a "knight of the king's body," and also 
constable of the castle and parker of the park of Berkhampstead. 

In 1482, Sir Thomas was sheriff of Lancashire. 
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In 1482-3, Sir Charles was constable of Nottingham castle. 

In 1483, Sir Charles was one of the Lancashire knights present 
at the coronation of Richard III. 

[[Some of these distinctions belong to other than the Lanca- 
shire branch.]] 

About this time were four Pilkingtons, all knights ; one being 
a knight by descent, as the eldest son and heir of a deceased 
knight ; a second was created a knight of the bath ; a third was 
a "knight of the king's body"; and the fourth was a knight 
of Rhodes. 

The Pilkingtons, though occasionally sharing the royal 
favours, were but too often arrayed against the ruling king, or 
otherwise subject to royal displeasure and consequent penalties, 
or, as in the wars of the Roses, they were found on the losing 
side. Thus, in 1383, Sir John, son of Roger, had to buy a par- 
don by a heavy fine, for having married Margaret, daughter and 
heiress of Sir John de Verdon, without the king's consent : she 
being a tenant in capita 

A Sir Roger, son of Alexander, took part in the risings in the 
reign of Edward II., the object of which was to put down the 
minions of the king. In 13 13 he had a pardon (doubtless for a 
large consideration) for his share in the death of the favourite 
Gaveston. Again he offended, and was again pardoned and fined 
in 13 18. Once more in rebellion, he was again pardoned and 
fined, with the further condition that he should hold himself 
bound, on summons, to serve in the king's wars ; and he was so 
summoned. 

In 1440, Sir John Pilkington, having refused or neglected to 
pay an estreat or fine, called, from the seal of the writ to the 
sheriff to levy it being green, "the Green Wax," the sheriff of 
Lancashire, Sir John Buron [Byron], distrained upon his cattle 
for the amount due. Pilkington retaliated by seizing the cattle 
and maltreating the servants of the sheriff, who thereupon made 
his complaint to the Court of Chancery, and long proceedings are 
recorded ; the result being, that Pilkington was heavily fined. 
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In 1485, Sir Thomas was attainted, forfeited all his estates, 
and, according to some accounts, was beheaded. This is wrong, 
as he was in 1487 slain in open rebellion, fighting for Lambert 
Simnel, at the battle of Stoke. 

Amongst other deaths from casualty, may be noted that of 
Adam, son of Robert de Pilkington, in 1292. He fell from an 
oak tree in the village of Pilkington, and died three days after- 
wards from the injuries received. (Rot Plac. Cor., 20 Edward I.) 
Another Adam Pilkington was slain at Bolton, by Henry, son of 
Alexander Ward, in 1306-7. (Rot Assis., 34 and 35 Edward I.) 



The Family Name, or Surname. 

In his Patronymica Britannica, Mr. Marc Anthony Lower 
expresses his adherence to the opinion, long held by him, that 
the year A.D. 1000, is a proximate date for the assumption of 
family names ; but he says that, although the use of surnames 
may, on the whole, be regarded as one of the importations of the 
Norman Conquest, they were occasionally hereditary among the 
AnglorSaxons, at a date anterior to that event, and many 
generations before the general adoption of family designations. 
He cites the Codex Diplamatici jEvi Saxonici, No. 1356 (not 
dated, but certainly earlier than 1066), for the common surname 
of a family of many members, all having different Christian 
names, but the common family or surname of Hatte. He re- 
gards the first source of surnames as from places of abode, &c. ; 
he states that the number of local surnames is immense, and that 
whilst most of them are from towns, villages, hamlets, &c, still 
preserving the name, there are many surnames from extinct 
manors and petty territorial possessions, not named on any map, 
and the old names of which, as places, are lost He assigns the 
family name of Pilkington to this local source, as being derived 
from " a township in Lancashire, the possession of this ancient 
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family." {Patron. Brit, p. 268.) Doubtless there are great 
numbers of family names, both in Lancashire and other counties, 
so derived from their original or early seats or possessions, as 
Osbaldeston of Osbaldeston, Standish of Standish, Towneley of 
Towneley ; in Scotland, instead of repeating the name, they say 
" of that ilk/' or " same place." But it so happens, that amongst 
names like Pilkington, of pure Anglo-Saxon origin, there is a 
large class, which, as has been ably shown by that learned 
scholar, the late John Mitchell Kemble, are not taken from 
places, but, on the contrary, have given names, originally per- 
sonal, to places of early Anglo-Saxon settlement in England. 
In that admirable work, The Anglo-Saxons in England, Mr. 
Kemble has devoted chapter II. to an historical account of what 
was called the "ntari" a word originally implying boundary 
or division, and still retained in the teutonic title of mark-grave, 
and in our * marclies " of Wales, and the Scottish border. That 
chapter should be read carefully by all who would rightly under- 
stand a somewhat difficult subject, which cannot here be fully 
considered. It must suffice to state that the "mark* 9 had two 
meanings : first, it denoted a tract of land, marked or definitely 
bounded, and held in common by a group of families or house- 
holds having common rights and laws. It was the smallest and 
simplest territorial division of land among the Anglo-Saxons, 
and many marks went to form a scire, wapentake, or hundred ; 
secondly, it came to mean that group of families by whom the 
mark-land was so held. This small group, tribe, or cluster of 
families, congregating within the same mark, seem to have borne 
a common name, derived probably, at first, from some great 
leader, or hero, or sage of the tribe. Thus, the Herelingus or 
Harlings are found, or supposed to have settled in marks, at 
Harling in Norfolk, Harling in Kent, and at Harlington in 
Bedfordshire and in Middlesex ; the Waelsingas at Walsingham 
in Norfolk, at Wolsingham in Northumberland, and Woolsing- 
ham in Durham ; the Billingas (from Billing, a noble progenitor 
of the royal race of Saxony) at Billinge, Billingham, Billinghoe, 
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Billinghurst, Billingden, Billington, and many other places. These 
names of places are for the most part irregular compositions, of 
which the former portion is a patronymic ending in ing or ling 
declined in the genitive plural. The second portion is a mere 
definition of the locality, as geat, hyrst, hdm, wlc, tin, stede, &c. 
Thus, BWlinghurst, is the wood or copse of the Billingas or Billings; 
Billing*fc», their dene, vale or hollow; Billing/toi, their tin or 
dwelling-place ; whence our town. In an appendix, Mr. Kemble 
gives a list of some hundreds of places so named from the mark- 
communities which held them, in almost every county in England. 
This appendix is in two parts, the first compiled from ancient 
Anglo-Saxon charters, and other documents ; the second portion 
contains names inferred from the actual local names in England 
at the present day. Amongst the latter, we find (p. 470) the 
Pilcingas, which Mr. Kemble derives from the name of the town- 
ship of Pilkington, in the map of Lancashire. The old tribal 
name, then, gives the name to the place ; which simply means 
the tin or abode of the Pilcingas, and as ingas means the sons 
or descendants,* we get the original patronymic of Pile as the 
name of some distinguished warrior, leader, or head of a tribe, 
whose name, the community, though not all of his blood, felt it 
an honourable distinction to bear. 

Resolved, then, into its original elements, the name of Pilk — 
ing — ton means the dwelling or abode of the family, the descen- 
dants, or the tribe of the man named Pile or Pilk. It may also 
be inferred, or fairly assumed, that the ancient seat of the mark 
or community bearing this name, was the Pilkington near Bury, 
Lancashire, which still retains the ancient appellation. Hence it 
is clear that there was a Saxon family of this name, and that 
they were seated in this spot, long before the Conquest ; for at 
that period the old territorial inclosure of the mark had long 

* Mr. Ferguson says, that "the ing commonly found in English family names signi- 
fies son or offspring, being cognate with the English young. It was discontinued about 
the time of the Conquest, consequently all the names in which it appears are carried 
back to Anglo-Saxon times.' 1 
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been absorbed in the larger division of scyre. The wapentake or 
hundred, long called Salford-scyre, had doubtless swallowed up a 
number of these smaller tracts called marks. 

It is singular, that in their later possession at Rivington, the 
Pilkingtons came to occupy the site or seat of another ancient 
Saxon mark-land. Taking its name as found on a modern map, 
Mr. Kemble infers that it was anciently held by the Rifingas or 
Hrifingas ; but the oldest records and documents connected with 
the place show that its ancient name was Ruhwington, or Raving- 
ton, which last it retained till the sixteenth or seventeenth cen- 
tury. It is, therefore, probable, that its early Saxon occupants 
were the Rowingas or Hrowingas, who seem to have another 
mark-seat at Rowington in Warrington, 



The Tradition of the Pilkington Crest. 

There is a tradition that the Lord of Pilkington, having 
espoused the Saxon side at the battle of Hastings, fled in 
disguise after that fatal fight. 

After long search the writer has found no earlier record of 
this legend than that in Fuller's Worthies of England, the mate- 
rials for which were collected in 1643 and following years ; but 
it was first printed in 1662, after the author's death. In Fuller's 
notes of Lancashire Prelates since the Reformation, 4to edition 
of 181 1, vol. i. p. 542, he has the following passage : — 

" James Pilkington, D.D., was the first son of James [error for 
Richard] Pilkington of Rivington, in this county (Parker's Seel 
Cant MS. in the Masters of St. Johtis), esq., a right ancient 
family ; being informed by my good friend, Master Wm. Ryley, 
Norroy, and this [? his] countryman, that the Pilkington's were 
gentlemen of repute in this shire before the Conquest [Others 
make this of far later date. F., *>., Fuller.] ; when the chief of 
them, then sought for, was fain to disguise himself, a thresher in 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Pilkington Crest. xvii 

a barn. Hereupon, partly attending to the head of the flail (fall- 
ing sometime on the one, sometime on the other side), partly to 
himself, embracing the safest condition for the present, he gave 
for the motto of his arms, ' now thus, now thus/ * " 

Gwillim, in his Display of Heraldry, folio, London, first edition, 
1610, copies this story direct from Fuller, interpolating after the 
word u thresher," in parenthesis (" otherwise a mower "), and he 
then continues (fifth edition, 1679, p. 58) : "Others think this to 
have happened in the wars between York and Lancaster, when 
Sir John Pilkington, with his brothers, Sir Robert of Rivington 
and Sir Thomas of Stanley, with their father, Sir Robert, had 
their land taken from them; and Sir John was bound by inden- 
ture not to take up arms against the king. Geoffrey Pilkington, 
grandson of this Sir John, married a daughter and heir of Sullow 
of Staunton, in Derbyshire, whose posterity continues there to 
this day." 

In J. B. Burke's Landed Gentry, edition of 1858, p. 951, under 
the head of " Pilkington of Hatfield, county York," the compiler 
refers to Fuller and Gwillin, and then gives this enlarged version 
of the tradition : "At the battle of Hastings, Leonard Pilkington, 
lord of Pilkington tower (the mounds of the castle, still existing, 
denote the site), had a command under Harold, on whose defeat 
at Hastings he fled from the field of battle, and when hotly pur- 
sued, put on the clothes of a mower, and so escaped. From this 
circumstance he took his crest, a mower in particlothes, argent 
and gules. He subsequently joined the [first] crusade in 1096 
[the previous edition of 1852, gives the date 1106], and assumed 
the arms borne by his descendants. Argent, a cross patonce 
gules, voided of the field." 

This tradition is also noticed by recent writers, especially in 
Gregson's Portfolio of Fragments, p. 264, evidently from Gwillim ; 
in Baines's Lancashire, vol. iii. p. 98, professing to quote directly 



[[* The Pilkington's of Tore bear this crest with the motto " Pilkyngton Paile 
downe, the master mows the meadows " ; and over the crest, " now this ! now thus ! "]] 
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from Fuller, but changing the thresher and flail of Fuller, into the 
mower and scythe, to agree with the crest ; and in Delamotte's 
Principal Historical and Allusive Arms, 1803, who retails Gwillim, 
with some variations. As these and other accounts are evidently 
derived from one or other of the three versions copied in the pre- 
ceding page, it is not worth while to transcribe them here. 

These variations in the tradition, both of time, disguise, and 
other circumstances, naturally suggest the question, which ver- 
sion is true ? and even the larger inquiry, is any version accurate 
in its main incidents ? Take first the tradition as of the time of 
the Conquest, there is no positive evidence of its truth ; there is no 
known contemporary record that relates it ; there is no chronicler 
of the period, who, so far as is known, narrates it. The earliest 
account of it apparently is derived from Wm. Riley, Norroy 
King of Arms, about the middle of the 17th century — six 
hundred years after the battle of Hastings. The negative 
evidence is all opposed to it. Few traditions, stretching back to 
the time of the Conquest, unsupported by contemporary authority, 
can be safely relied on. A fortiori, few heraldic traditions, *>. 
stories to account for the assumption of particular heraldic bear- 
ings, whether coats of arms, or crests, or both, to which we might 
add mottoes, — of that period, are worthy of acceptance. Yet 
this tradition requires us to believe first that an occurrence in 
1066 gave rise to the crest, and another in 1096 to the coat of 
arms, since borne by the Pilkingtons of Lancashire. On this 
subject an accomplished heraldic antiquarian friend, Mr. Wm. 
Langton, who is so extensively conversant with Lancashire 
genealogy and heraldry, writes to the compiler: * Armorial 
bearings appear at first without crests. My earliest Lancashire 
crest dates from Edward III. [who reigned 1 327-1 377]. My 
earliest Pilkington seal has the coat of arms used by Alexander 
de Pilkington, temp. Edw. I. [who reigned 1272- 1307]. My 
earliest Banaster coat, temp. Hen. III. [1216-1272]. Lattimer 
about the same time. Earlier than these I do not remember 
distinct armorial bearings; though there are rude figures on 
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seals, which have afterwards been adopted into arms ; I distrust 
any heraldic tradition which assumes to go back to the Conquest. 
Indeed, I have very little faith in traditions ; they are so often 
inventions made to fit obscure facts." Without accepting fully 
the last proposition, — but holding, on the other hand, that in all 
probability there are few traditions without some small germ of 
fact, however overlaid by the accretions of time, — there is much 
force in the above observations, as to the periods at which coats 
of arms and crests are first found in use amongst the ancient 
families of Lancashire. 

It should not be overlooked that Fuller, whilst publishing the 
tradition as supplied by Ryley, which places its time at the Con- 
quest, thinks it necessary to bear witness that "others make this 
of fa r later date!' Gwillim apparently leans to this latter opinion 
and indicates the Wars of the Roses as giving rise to the flight 
and disguise of a Pilkington. It is right to note that Fuller gives 
no christian name to this Pilkington ; that he does not name the 
battle of Hastings, nor the coat of arms, nor the crest, but only 
the motto ; nor does he mention the Crusade. All these details 
are given by Sir J. B. Burke, on what authority nowhere appears. 
He states that this Pilkington bore the name of Leonard; that 
he was Lord of Pilkington Tower, whose remains were still 
visible as mounds in 1858, &c. Leonard is a name of Anglo- 
Saxon origin, from Leon, a lion, and Eard y a place, soil, earth. 
But there is no evidence in early records that it was borne by a 
Pilkington before or at the Conquest ; and the great collection of 
Anglo-Saxon charters printed by J. M. Kemble, Esq., shews very 
few, if any, persons bearing that name. In the Notes to the 
Notitia Cestriensis, vol ii. p. no, the Rev. Canon Raines states 
that "Stand Hall, or Pilkington Tower, was the seat of the 
knightly family of the Pilkingtons, in the 10 Hen. I. (1 109-10), 
which they held under the Grelleys, lords of Manchester. Ed- 
ward IV. granted a license to Sir Thomas Pilkington, a devoted 
Yorkist, to kernel and embattle his Manor-House at Stand." 
Now if there be a«y mounds or other remains still visible, it is 
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more likely that they are the relics of the manor of the fifteenth 
century than of the tower or castle of the eleventh or twelfth 
century. As to the story of this Leonard joining the first crusade 
in 1096, and thence taking for his arms the cross patonce, it cer- 
tainly has the aspect of an " invention made to fit obscure fact" 
No history of the Crusades, no enumeration of the English 
crusaders of which the compiler has any knowledge, names a 
Leonard Pilkington as amongst them. 

If, then, it be assumed, that it is the time assigned to this story, 
that is the only error, and that it is a real occurrence in the Wars 
of the Roses, or, to be more precise, that the battle was not that 
of Hastings, but of Bosworth, what is the authority for this 
statement ? The year 1485 was so remarkable in our history, 
especially in connection with this battle, which gave a new 
dynasty to the throne, and terminated the fearful waste of life 
and treasure that characterized the struggles of the rival houses 
of York and Lancaster, that it was not likely to remain unchroni- 
cled. It was a time, too, when the public records of the kingdom 
were receiving regular additions from the stirring events of the 
period. In the Rolls 0/ Parliament, the bill of attainder against 
Sir Thomas Pilkington and many others is printed at length. 
Where, then, amidst these abundant materials for history, is the 
story of the Pilkington who disguised himself as a mower to be 
found recorded ? But the shortest and best refutation of the crest 
and motto being derived from an incident in connection with the 
battle of Bosworth is the fact that the gentleman quoted 
page 10, writes : " As I have a Pilkington seal, with crest, early 
temp. Henry VI. [whose first ten years were 1422-1432], this 
story cannot be true." 

As to the crest itself, it is not borne solely by Pilkington. In 
Fairbairn's Book of Crests, vol. i. p. 22, Asketon or Assheton is 
stated to have for crest, "A mower, vested argent and sable, 
paleways, counterchanged, scythe, proper." A third Lancashire 
family, Trafford, in different branches, seems to have borne two 
crests of this character, one (p. 476), "A man, holding a flail, 
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handle part argent, the other or, legs of the first, coat gules, cap 
proper." Another branch, of Essex and Lancashire, has for crest, 
"A thrasher proper, hat and coat per pale argent and gules, 
sleeves counterchanged, breeches and stockings of the second and 
third, flail of the first. On the flail a scroll with motto, ' Now 
thus* " the very words of the Pilkington motto, but applied to the 
flail and not to the scythe. 

On consideration, then, of all the facts and statements, so far 
as known, there seems much reason to doubt the genuineness of 
this tradition, whether in its version of the eleventh or that of the 
fifteenth century. As the origin of the Pilkington crest it seems 
alike improbable, whether the flight be from the battle of Hast- 
ings or from the field of Bosworth. 

[[To each of these crests the same tradition attaches, and there 
is the same haziness as to dates. The Trafford legend was, 
however, noticed by heraldic and other writers at an earlier date 
than the Pilkington one. 

The Pleasant Comedy of Fair Em, printed in 163 1, but be- 
lieved to have been acted early in the century, contains two allu- 
sions to the disguise of "good Sir Edmund." A still earlier 
reference is that in Arthur Agarde's Observations on the antiquity \ 
variety, and reason ofmottos, with arms of noblemen and gentlemen 
of England, written in 1600. He says: "The auncyentteste I 
know or have read is, that of the Trafords or Traford in Lanca- 
shire, whose arms [crest] are a labouring man, with a flayle in his 
hand threshinge, and this written motto, Now thus, which they 
say came by this occasion : that he and other gentlemen oppos- 
ing themselves against some Normans who came to invade them, 
this Traford did them much hurte, and kept the passages against 
them. But that at length the Normans having passed the ryver, 
came sodenlye upon him, and then, he disguising himselfe, went 
into his barne, and was threshing when they entered, yet beinge 
knowen by some of them and demanded why he so abased him- 
selfe, answered, Now thus." 

One tradition localizes this incident at Leek in Staffordshire, 



Digitized by 



Google 



xxii Introduction. 

another near Chorley, whilst Agarde appears to refer it to Traf- 
ford Hall. 

Returning to the Pilkington legend, we may add, that]] for 
the existence of a Leonard Pilkington, son of the crusader, 
who is said to have been lord of Pilkington tower, temp. Henry I., 
and even the tenth year of that reign is specified 1 109-10, there 
seems some shadow of authority ; but so far as present research 
extends, it is but a shadow, wanting the substance of due 
authenticity. In the Rivington School Book of the Rev. J- 
Whitaker, 1837, it is stated that "Leonard Pilkington, lord of 
Pilkington, was the possessor of those large tracts of land which 
the family owned in the vicinity of Bolton-le-Moors, in 10 
Henry L, 1 109-10." The author does not specify his authority; 
but he probably derived the fact from a MS. volume, entitled 
Families Lancastriensis, &c, of which the original is the HarUian 
MS., 1430, p. 449, a copy of which is preserved in the Leeds 
Subrcription Library, Commercial street, numbered "59" and 
also " 62 c." It is a compilation from original records and MSS., 
and believed to have been chiefly put together by John Lucas, a 
native of Warton, Lancashire, and afterwards a school master in 
Leeds, and who assisted Ralph Thoresby, the antiquary of that 
town. In the Leeds copy, p. 387, a pedigree of " Pilkington of 
Pilkington " commences thus : " Leonard Pilkington, of Pilking- 
ton Tower, mar. .... daughter of ... . had issue Robert." In a 
line beneath this, and in red ink, is added " Vixit 10 Henry I. was 
Lord of Pilkington" No authority is given for this statement, 
which, after much search, cannot be traced any higher than the 
seventeenth century. 



Pilkington Manor. 



From the ancient Anglo-Saxon «fl/iw£-place to the Norman 
manor there is a blank, with no record to fill it up; a chasm 
alike in local and personal history, which we have no means to 
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bridge over. All that can be suggested is, that admitting the 
ancient Mark-seat to have kept its name, and consequently to 
be substantially the tract of land (more or less) still called 
" Pilkington," we may conjecture that in the changes even in 
Saxon times, the chief of the Mark came to the lord of a large 
portion of the soil originally held in common by his Mark- 
people, and took the name or title of Thegn or Thane. Under 
Anglo-Saxon rule there were two classes of these Thanes, the 
greater, who from serving the king in some office, or from hold- 
ing their lands directly from the king, "in capite" as it was 
called, were entitled the " King's Thanes ;" and the lesser Thanes, 
who held office or lands under some chief lord, in which latter 
class the Pilkingtons would probably be found. After the Nor- 
man Conquest, when all the soil of England was parcelled out 
among the Norman followers of William the Conqueror, many 
of the smaller Thanes were not wholly dispossessed of their 
lands, but allowed to hold them of the Norman lord-paramount 
of a barony or a manor, by the tenure termed thanage. We find 
proofs of this in the great Domesday survey, the word thane 
being therein defined to be a tenant who is the head (or lord) of 
a manor. We shall see that at a later period an Alexander de 
Pilkington did hold land in Ruhwinton (Rivington) in thanage, a 
fact which is regarded as denoting an original Saxon proprietor- 
ship in that soil, if not by one of the same family. 

Assuming then, that more or less of the tin of the Pilcingas 
became a manor, under a Pilkington for its lord, we are still in 
the dark as to the actual extent or boundaries of this manor. 
Of this there is no evidence, so far as is known. Jacob, in his 
Law Dictionary, says : u It seems pretty clear and certain that 
the boundaries of parishes were originally ascertained by those 
of a manor or manors ; since it very seldom happens that a 
manor extends itself over more parishes than one, though there 
are often many manors in one parish. ***** A manor may 
contain one or more villages [vills] or only great part of a vil- 
lage." " Vill or village is sometimes taken for a manor ; and 
sometimes for a parish, or part of it." {Jacob, in voc) 
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The place "Pilkington" is locally situated in the extensive 
parish of Prestwich, but could not have been cp-extensive with 
that parish, for at an early period we find the manor of Prest- 
wich. The nearest probability, then, appears to be that it (*>. 
the manor) was co-extensive with the ancient vill, the modern 
township, of Pilkington. Of this township, we learn from the 
best topographical authorities that it is bounded on the south- 
west and north-west by the river Irwell, which takes a sudden 
bend near Kersley, forming an acute angle inclosing the village 
of Outwood (with the hamlet of Ringley or Ringley bridge and 
the chapelry of Ringley chapel) within its waters. Pilkington 
township is bounded on the south-east by the village of Prest- 
wich, on the east by the townships of Great and Little Heaton, 
and at its northern end, which includes the village and chapelry 
of Unsworth, by the rivers Roch and the Whittle Brook. The 
component parts of the township of Pilkington are the village of 
Outwood (which includes the chapelry and hamlet of Ringley, 
and the hamlet of Rhodes, on the north bank of the Irwell), the 
village and chapelry of Unsworth, and the village and chapelry 
Whitefield ; a part of which bears the name of Stand, from the 
old hunting-tower or "stand" in Stand lane, formerly a place of 
the Pilkingtons. The township of Pilkington is about six miles 
north-west from Manchester, and according to the ordnance sur- 
vey (as marked in the six-inch scale maps of the district), 5468 
acres, 3 roods, 18 perches in area. It is remarkable that in some 
accounts of the neighbourhood the name of the township is 
altogether omitted, its area being represented by those of its 
chapelries of Outwood or Ringley, Whitefield or Stand, and 
Unsworth. 

The earliest mention of the place Pilkington in the topogra- 
phical works of Baines, Corry, Gregson, &c, seems to have been 
derived by them either from a copy of the MS. entitled Families 
Lancastriensis y by John Lucas and others, in the Leeds Com- 
mercial Library, or from its original, a MS. in the Harleian col- 
lection in the British Museum, codex 1430, p. 449. This latter 
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is more copious and apparently more exact and correct It 
states, as already mentioned, that a Leonard Pilkington of Pilk- 
ington Tower, was living in the tenth year of Henry I. (i 109-10), 
and that he was "lord of Pilkington;" an expression which 
implies that there was then a lordship or manor of Pilkington. 
For this statement, either as to Christian name, date, or "tower," 
no authority can be found, after a long search. 

The first authoritative reference to Pilkington the place is 
contained in the ancient feodary entitled the Testa de Nevill, 
which bears no date, but is regarded as containing registers of 
knights' fees, &c, within or during the reigns of John (1199- 
1216) and Henry III. (1216-1272.) From this record we learn 
that " Roger de Pilkington holds one-fourth of a knight's fee in 
the same [? manor or vill of Pilkington], of the fee of Thomas de 
Greslet [sixth baron of Manchester, 1231-62] ; and he of the fee 
of Earl Ferrars, and he in capite or chief, of the lord the king." 
So that Roger de Pilkington was a sub-feudatory under Greslet, 
who was only mesne lord under the Earl Ferrars, who was baron 
or lord paramount, holding directly of the king. The Testa also 
states that "Alexander de Pakinton [probably a clerical error 
for Pilkington], holds of Robert Greslet [who was probably the 
fifth baron of Manchester, 1 182-1230] one-fourth of a fee, and 
finds one judge for the lord the king, of ancient tenure." Again, 
the same record states that an " Alexander de Pilkington held 
six oxgangs of land in Ruhwinton [Rivington] in thanage by [a 
service or rent of] ioj., and the sons of his mother's brother hold 
that land of him." The oldest national record following the 
Domesday survey, thus shows Pilkingtons having, at an early 
Norman period, possessions in both Pilkington and Rivington, 
the two manors which formed the seats of the two great branches 
of the Lancashire family of Pilkington. The Testa states that 
in Lancashire " 24 carves [carucates, or plough-lands] make one 
knight's fee." The carve or plough-land in this district probably 
averaged about 20 Lancashire acres ; so that the " one-fourth 
of a fee" named above, if this proportion were a measure of land, 
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would comprise six carves or plough-lands, equal to about 120 
Lancashire or nearly 200 statute acres. As to the " finding a 
judge," two documents preserved to us, the Survey in 1320 and 
the Extent in 1322, of the manor of Manchester, state that in 
that manor there was a court-baron, held every three weeks, to 
which ten lords of mesne manors [named] owe suit of court, and 
are called judges of the court of Manchester, by custom from 
of old, and one of these ten is stated to be " the lord of Pilking- 
ton and Undesworth? (Mamecestre, pp. 333, 398.) At the dates 
of these two surveys, Roger de Pilkington was lord of the manor 
of Pilkington. (Ibid. pp. 342, 405.) This Roger, on the 10th 
June, 1291, had a royal grant from Edward I. of free warren in 
the townships of Pilkington, Whitefield, Crompton, Unsworth, 
Cheetham, Sholver, and Wolstenholme. (Rot. Chart. 19 Edw. I.) 
Of these seven townships five are in the parish of Prestwich- 
cum-Oldham ; Cheetham is in the parish of Manchester, and 
Wolstenholme in Rochdale parish. These would form an ex- 
tensive range of hunting-grounds ranging from north-east to 
south-west, of which the Stand or Hunting tower would be 
nearly the central point. 

After the death of Robert Greslet, baron of Manchester, 
three post-mortem inquisitions were held during the year 
1282, in each of which it is recorded under the head of 
"knights' fees" that "Alexander de Pilkington holds Pilking- 
ton for the fourth part of one knight's fee, and does suit" [i.e. 
as a judge of the court-baron]. The same Alexander served 
as one of the twelve jurors on all these three inquisitions. In 
131 1 an inquisition was held as to the possessions of Henry 
de Lacy, earl of Lincoln, which is known as "the great de 
Lacy inquisition of 131 1." This record states that Roger de 
Pilkington, for an oxgang of land in Pilkington, rendered to 
that earl his homage and a service [or rent] of twelve-pence 
yearly. Sixty years earlier, in an inquisition post-mortem of 
Henry Duke of Lancaster, Pilkington is stated to be a fee of 
the honour of Tutbury. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Pilkington Manor. xxvii 

In his Notes to the Notitia Cestriensis (vol. ii. p. no), the Rev. 
Canon Raines states that " Stand Ha//, or Pi/kington Tower, 
was the seat of the knightly family of the Pilkingtons in the 
ioth Henry I. (i 109-10), which they held under the Grelleys, 
lords of Manchester. Edward IV. granted a license to Sir 
Thomas Pilkington, a devoted Yorkist, to kernel and embattle 
his manor-house at Stand." Sufficient has been cited to show 
that the Pilkingtons held large possessions in the manor of Pilk- 
ington, if not the whole manor. We have now to show how 
these and all the Lancashire estates of the elder or Pilkington 
branch of the family were lost. Baines, in his History of Lan- 
cashire (vol. iii.), observes that "the battle of Bosworth field 
proved almost as fatal to the fortunes of the parent stock of the 
Pilkington. family as the power of the royal tyrant their master. 
[By the act of attainder of the 1 Hen. VII. all the Lancashire 
estates of Sir Thomas Pilkington were confiscated.] And in 
the grant made by Henry VII. under the great seal to Thomas 
first earl of Derby, of divers manors, lands, and premises in Lan- 
cashire, forfeited by Sir Thomas Pilkington, knt., the following 
are enumerated: Holland, Nether Kellet, Halewood, Samles- 
bury, Pi/kington, Bury, Cheetham, Cheetwood, Haliwell, Brough- 
ton-in-Furness, Bolton-in-Furness, Undesworth, Salford, Shuttle- 
worth, Shippelbotham, Middleton, Overesfeld, Smethills, Silber- 
thwaite, Tottington, Ellslake, Urswicke, and many others. (Duchy 
Records, bundle H, No. 13.)" 

Of the manor-house, Leland the antiquary, temp. Henry VIII., 
writes : " Pilkenton had a place hard by Pilkenton Park, three 
miles from Manchester." Canon Raines adds : " Stand Hall, in 
Pilkington Park, a laige wood-and-plaster building, was taken 
down by the Earl of Derby in 1835, and a new house built on its 
site. On a red grit-stone was incised the date, '1518/ The 
barn, originally a chapel, having trefoil-headed windows, with 
oak mullions, and timber roof, with some handsome carving of 
the reign of Hen. VII., still remains." 
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Rivington Manor. 



There is much obscurity, nay even contradiction, in the ac- 
counts as to the time and mode in which the manor of Rivington 
came into the possession of the Pilkingtons. It has been stated 
(p. xxv.), that an Alexander de Pilkington held six oxgangs of 
land in Ruhwinton, in thanage, by a rent of ioj., and probably 
as one-fourth of a knight's fee. (Testa de Neville p. 405.) This 
record bears no date, but it may be taken to include accounts 
extending throughout the thirteenth century, or from 12 16 to 
1307. About the same time a William, son of William, held 
twelve oxgangs of land in Ruhwinton, in thanage, for or by a 
rent of 24-r. So that at some early time before 1300 there were 
two proprietors in the manor or lordship, holding by the ancient 
Saxon tenure, and the other tenant held twice as much land as 
did Alexander de Pilkington. 

[[It has been suggested, with every appearance of probability, 
by Mr. Wm. Langton, that Rivington being then waste land there 
might be several of the younger branches of the family settle 
upon it from time to time.]] 

In Baines's Lancashire, vol. iii. p. 97, it is stated, that * Riving- 
ton was doubtless a member of the barony of Manchester, though 
in the ancient survey of this barony the name of the lord of Riv- 
ington and Lostock does not occur." Mr. Baines means prob- 
ably^that neither in the survey of the manor of Manchester of 
1320, nor in the extent of 1322, does the name of the lordship or 
mesne manor of Rivington appear. This is true«; Lostock is 
named, and usually coupled with the adjoining township of 
Runsworth. Again, the Testa de Nevill states, that Albert 
Gredley juvenis gave to Thomas de Perponte three oxgangs of 
land in Ruhwinton and Lestock, for one-third of a fee, and the 
heirs now hold that land." (p. 404.) Elsewhere (p. 408), in 
enumerating the fees of Robert Gresle (fifth baron, son of Albert 
juvenis), the name is changed from Perponte to Peton. Many 
errors of the press occur in the printed Testa, as ind' for jud, f 
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Gredde for Gredle, and it is not impossible that in these entries 
Ruhwinton is an error for Rumheworth. A continuous piece of 
land of three oxgangs could not lie partly in Rivington and 
partly in Lostock ; but might be so situate in the adjacent 
townships of Rumworth and Lostock, both of which were clearly 
in the barony of Manchester ; whereas, Rivington (which is not 
a township, but a village and chapelry in the parish of Bolton), 
seems to have been, at an early period, amongst the fees of the 
Montbegons, barons of Hornby. (Ibid, p. 405.) 

Mr. Baines quotes Birch's Feodary, to show that among the 
tenants of the barony of Manchester were the heirs of John, son 
of Henry de Hutton, who held of that barony, " one-third of a 
fee in Romworth with Lostock, which Robert Perpoint formerly 
held of the fee." * "Thus showing" (adds Baines), "that the Per- 
points held the three adjoining towhships of Rumworth, Lostock, 
and Rivington, the two former of which passed to the Hultons," 
while " Rivington was held of Roger de Montbegon by the Pilk- 
ingtons, in thanage." 

This only strengthens the supposition that Rivington never 
was a member of the barony of Manchester. 

We come next to the statement (Baines/ vol. iii. p. 103) 
apparently derived from Harleian MS. 4630, or the Fam. Lane, of 
Lucas, that a Sir Roger de Pilkington, living 24 Edw. I. (1296), 
had two sons ; the elder, Sir Roger, became lord of Pilkington, 
and to the second son, Richard, his father gave Rivington. This 
statement has an air of probability, though it cannot be con- 
firmed by any known record or authoritative document But it 
is added, that "By a deed without date, Cecilia, daughter of 
Wm. de Roynton [? Rjovynton] granted lands in Roynton " ; and 
that, "in 10 Edward III. (1336), Alexander, son of Cecilie, 
granted the manor of Revyngton to Robert de Pilkinton." As 
few deeds made before 1290 bore dates, it may be assumed that 
undated deeds, generally, were prior to that year, or at all events 
to the year 1300. Within an interval, then, of about forty years 
we have the mother exercising acts of ownership over lands in 
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Rivington, and the son granting away the entire manor. We 
naturally seek for some motive for this. Who were Alexander 
and his mother Cicely? We learn from the Whalley Abbey 
Coucher Book (p. 55), that Richard de Workedlegh [Worsley], 
lord of Workedlegh, living 1276, had two sons ; the elder, Henry, 
succeeded him; the younger, Roger de Workedlegh, married 
.Cecilia de Rowyngton, who survived him, and in her widowhood, 
in 1277, made a grant in her maiden name. {Coucher Book, pp. 
905, 906.) This grant does not name her son, Alexander, who* 
if he were the son of Roger, her husband, would be styled either 
"de Workedlegh," or "de Swynton," in which place Roger had 
land from his father ; still this affords no clue to the fact that, in 
1336 Alexander, son of Cecilia, granted the manor to Robert de 
Pilkington. But an abstract of a deed has been found which 
had escaped the notice of Baines and others. It shows that in 
1333 — three years earlier — Robert de Pilkington granted to 
Alexander, son of Cicely, and his heirs male, the manor of Riv- 
ington. Amongst the witnesses to this grant were, " Alexander 
de Pilkington of Rivington," and " Ralph, son of Alexander de 
Pilkington." (Keurden's MSS., College of arms, vol. iv., and 
Palmer's MSS. B.) So that the grant of the manor to Robert 
de Pilkington in 1336 was not an original gift or transfer; but 
only a r*-conveyance to Pilkington of what Pilkington had three 
years previously, for some unknown reason, but perhaps to 
strengthen the title, conveyed to Alexander, son of Cicely de 
Rowinton. The relationships of this latter may be thus shown : 

Wra. de Roynton=j 



wra. uc iv.oyiuon=r= 
or Rouynton. 
[Piv. Deeds.) \ 



! " William, son of William," Cecilia living,=r=Roger, second son of Richard 



held lands in Rivington, by a widow, in 

thanage. (7*. <fe JV. 405.) 1277. 



{IV. C.B.pp. 

905-6.) 

Alexander, son of 
Cecilia, living 1333 
and 1336. (Keur., 
vol. iv., Coll. Arms. 
Palm., B. 10.) 



de Workedlegh, had land 
from his father in Swynton. 
(IV. C. B. t^and P.) 
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These documents, taken together, show that a Pilkington held 
the manor of Rivington as early as the years 1333 and 1336. 

Of the early connexion of the Pilkingtons with Rivington there 
are other traces. By a deed without date, Richard, son of Rich- 
ard de Samlesbury, gave an Alexander Pilkington [probably the 
first of that name] land in Rivington. (Palmer's MSS., B. 10.) 
By deeds without date William de Anderton gives lands in Riv- 
ington to Richard, son of Alexander Pilkington, in free marriage 
with his daughter Ellen ; and to John, son of Alexander Pilking- 
ton, in marriage with his daughter Margery. (Kuerden's MSS., 
vol. iv. ; Palmer's MSS., B. 10.) Richard and Ellen his wife had 
a son Robert, to whom Richard Knoll gave land at Knoll in 
Rivington, in 13 16-17. 

A series of old deeds, penes the late Robert Andrews, esq., of 
Rivington Hall, show the possession by Pilkingtons of the manor 
of Rivington, and of the capital messuage there and various lands 
within the manor, at short intervals from the year 1336 to the 
sale of the manor in 161 2. Baines, after noticing the confiscation 
of all the Lancashire estates of the head of.the family, Sir Thomas 
Pilkington, after the battle of Bosworth, states that the property 
in Rivington, not belonging to Sir Thomas, escaped the general 
wreck. The manor being devised in 1605 by Robert Pilkington 
(who left no child) to trustees, they sold it in 161 1 to Robert 
Lever, esq., of Darcy Lever, whose daughter and heiress, Jane, 
married John Andrews, esq., ancestor of Robert Andrews, esq., of 
Rivington [late] the manorial owner. Rivington Hall, long the 
seat of this branch of the Pilkingtons, passed with the manor 
to Robert Lever, and was taken by his daughter to the family 
of Andrews, who have resided there for more than two 
centuries. 

The old manor of Rivington passed by sale for the com- 
paratively small sum of 1730/., to strangers, although there was 
a male heir living, declared by the inquisition to be the brother 
and next heir of Robert Pilkington, the last lord of Rivington of 
his family and name. 
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This was James Pilkington, the third son of George Pilking- 
ton. He was probably born about the year 1 570, as he was found 
by the inquisition of 12th March, 1610, to be then upwards of 
forty years of age. He would, therefore, be probably about 
twenty-seven years old at the death of his father, George Pilk- 
ington, and as there is neither will nor inquisition known of 
George Pilkington, there is no means of ascertaining whether he 
had any gift or legacy from his father. In November, 1605, his 
elder brother Robert made his will and died, giving him a small 
yearly annuity, to be stopped if he made any attempt to recover 
his fuller inheritance. When Robert was alienating the manor 
to James Anderton for 300 years for a sum of money and 40/. 
yearly for his [Robert's] life, his brother James was induced to 
consent to that alienation, for the paltry consideration of an 
annuity of five marcs [3/. 6s. 8d.] yearly for life. After the pur- 
chase of the manor, &c, by Robert Lever and James Breeres, 
on the 30th March, 161 1, James probably made some complaint 
of the small consideration paid to himself; for by a deed of 1st 
March 9 Jac. 1 (1612), Lever and Breeres grant a rent-charge on 
Rivington manor of 1 5/. 5s. 8d. yearly to James Pilkington for his 
life. It does not appear whether this was inclusive or exclusive 
of the 16/. 13^. 4//. yearly, bequeathed to him by his brother's will. 
At the utmost all that the numerous documents examined show 
James to have enjoyed was an annuity or two amounting to not 
more than 32/. a year for life. 



Manor of Bury, &c. 

In 1 35 1, Roger Pilkington held of the duchy of Lancaster one 
knight's fee in Bury, formerly held by Sir Adam de Bury, and 
which appears to have passed by marriage from the Burys to the 
Pilkingtons. This manor continued in the Pilkington family 
until the attainder of Sir Thomas Pilkington in 1485, when it 
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was granted by the crown, together with the other large estates 
of Sir Thomas, to Thomas Stanley, first Earl of Derby, in which 
family it still remains. (Notitia Cestriensis, vol. ii. p. 27.) In 
1386 John de Pylkington was rector of Bury. From the 
Pilkingtons the advowson passed with the manor to the Derby 
family, the present patrons. (Ibid.) 

Most of the Lancashire possessions of the elder branch of the 
family at the period of their confiscation, are enumerated, p. xxvii. 
They included manors and estates in Furness, in and around 
Bury, Bolton, Rochdale, and Manchester, &c. "Oversfield," 
called also " Field House," " Over th' Fields," &c, belonged to 
Sir Thomas at his attainder in 1485. (Ibid) The manor of 
Heton in Lonsdale, an early possession of the family (Birch 
Feodary; Palmer's MSS., A. 136; Mantecestre, p. 260), was pro- 
bably acquired in marriage with an heiress of the local family 
of Heton. 



Sir John Pilkington. 



[[The first Sir John, was the son of one Sir Roger, who died 
January, 1407, and the grandson of another Sir Roger, who had 
a grant of free warren in Pilkington and five other places in 
Lancashire, in 1291. The first notable event concerning this Sir 
John is his marrying Margaret, the widow of Sir Hugh Bradshaw^ 
without license, she being a tenant of the king in capite. For this 
transgression he had to suffer a fine of twenty marks [13/. 6s. 8d.], 
and thereupon he received pardon of the king and of the Duke of 
Lancaster, dated 24th August, 1383. Margaret was the only 
daughter of Sir John de Verdon (lord of the manor of Brisingham, 
in the county of Norfolk, and of other manors in that county and 
Herts.), by his first wife, Maud. His only son, Edmund de 
Verdon, dying before him, without heir, Sir J no. de Verdon (who 
died about 1392) left this Margaret his daughter, then wife of Sir 
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John Pilkington, his sole heiress, after the death of his second 
wife. {Fin. divers, contit, 4 Edward III. 1330, lig. 6., N. 14.) On 
the widow's decease, the manor of Brisingham, and five or six 
others in Norfolk and Herts., came to Sir John Pilkington in 
right of Margaret his wife. 

We find that Sir Harris Nicolas, in his History of the Battle of 
Agincourt [fought October 25, 1415], and of tfie Expedition of 
Henry V. into France, in 1415 (third edition, 1833), enumerates 
(p. 127), "the chief persons in the English army whose names 
have been discovered," and amongst them is that of Sir John 
Pilkington [the first, for the second the son was then only an 
esquire]. He also gives (p. 360) " the retenu of Sir John Pilking- 
ton, viz., John Kay, Roger Kay, and William Lee " ; his men 
consisting of " ten lances and forty-five archers." (Hart. MS., 
782.) This was a respectable contingent for a knight. The 
Lord Scrope only had for his following at Agincourt "six lances 
and fourteen archers." 

Both before and after these wars, the first Sir John seems to 
have held various offices in Lancashire. In 1 384 he was appointed 
custos of the peace for the Wapentake or Hundred of Salford. 
(Dr. Kuerden's MSS., 4to, p. 108.) In 1386 he had the ward- 
ship of Wm. Atherton, a minor. In 1389 he was named with 
Sir Roger de Pilkington, knight, and others. In 1394 and 1395 
he held the manor of Prestwich and parcel of Alcrington, during 
the minority of Roger, son of Roger de Longley, by the hands of • 
Richard de Pilkington and two others. (Kuerden's MS^ 4to, 
p. 95.) In 1401-2, Henry IV. granted "to John Pilkington, 
knight of our body, our manor of Eversgrene," &c. (Kuerden's 
MS., 4to, p. 93.) In 1409-10 he was a special juror on an inquiry 
as to a manor in Northamptonshire. {Rot. Pari., vol. iii. p. 634.) 
In 1410, John, Duke of Norfolk (a minor), held a knight's fee in 
the manor of Breringham (Brisingham), held under him by John, 
Lord of Pilkington. {Due. Lane., vol. iv. p. 149.) In 1420-21, at 
an inquisition before Richard Butler de Kirkland, escheator, the 
jury found that John Pilkington, knight, held the manor of Bury, 
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with the advowson of the church, of the king; and the manor of 
Cheetham, of the duke of Lancaster ; and that the manor of 
Heton in Lonsdale is held of Sir John de Pilkington. He died 
in 1421 ; and in 1487 two inquisitions show that he, first, and 
afterwards Margaret, his widow, held Brisingham for a knight's 
fee of the duke of Norfolk. (CaL Inq. } vol.i v. pp. 149, 180.) See 
further in Appendix A.]] 



Sir John Pilkington the Younger. 

[[We have already noticed his father's part in the war in France, 
under Henry V., and especially in the battle of Agincourt, and 
we have now to notice some curious particulars respecting the 
son's service in the expedition of 141 5. On the 22nd March in 
that year the sheriff of London was directed to summon all 
knights, esquires, and valets, who held fees, wages, or annuities, 
by grants from the king or his ancestors, to repair immediately 
to London, and on pain of forfeiture, to be there by the 24th 
April at the latest. (Rymer's Feeder a, vol. ix. p. 216.) On 
Thursday the 18th April the king in council stated that the 
lords and others of his retinue were to serve him in the expedi- 
tion to France for one year, and were to receive (inter alia) every 
knight two shillings a day. If the voyage extended to France, 
every esquire, man-at-arms, was to receive for his wages twelve 
pence, and every archer, sixpence a day, and for every thirty 
men-at-arms, a reward of 100 marks (661. 13s. ^d.) a quarter; 
and if the voyage extended to Guienne, each knight was to re- 
ceive as above, every man-at-arms forty marks (26/. i$s. 4//.,) 
and every archer twenty marks (13/. 6s. 8d.) a year, without 
reward. (Fcedera, vol. ix. p. 223.) The supply of money granted 
by parliament in November, 1415, being insufficient to pay each 
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person in the army half a year's or a quarter's frages in advance 
(as required by their agreements to serve), the king by proclama- 
tion of ioth May, 1415, borrowed large sums from cities, towns, 
and individual subject ; but even these were not enough, and 
Henry was obliged to pawn some of the crown jewels with a 
quantity of plate, to his soldiers, as security for their wages. 
These facts, while they prove the king's extreme poverty, show 
that the humblest esquire in his retinue would not embark under 
his banner without receiving half a year's wages in advance, or a 
piece of plate, a fragment of the royal diadem (which was broken 
up for the purpose), or some other valuable article, as security for 
payment We shall shortly find that the second Sir John Pilk- 
ington and another Lancashire esquire jointly held some of the 
royal jewels, as pawns or pledges for their war wages. The 
expedition sailed from England on Sunday, the nth August, 
141 5, in from 1200 to 1400 vessels, varying from 20 to 300 tons, 
and landed near Harfleur on the 14th. The English army 
amounted to about 2,500 men-at-arms, 4,000 horse-archers, and 
1,000 persons of different descriptions, as gunners, armourers, 
bowyers, surgeons, minstrels, artizans, servants and labourers, 
in all about 11,500 men; but as every man-at-arms would be 
attended by his custrell or valette, whilst each individual of rank 
would take with him one or more servant, it is estimated that 
the total number of the army was little short of 30,000. This 
force was greatly reduced by war, dysentery, and the number left 
to garrison Harfleur ; so that the numbers at the battle of Agin- 
court, fought in three hours, on Friday, the 25th October, 141 5, 
have been variously estimated by English writers at not more 
than from 7,000 to 10,000 fighting men ; while the French army 
at Agincourt is variously estimated by French writers at from 
50,000 to 150,000 men, or from five to fifteen times as many as 
the English. The king embarked for England on Saturday, the 
1 6th November, and arrived at Dover late the same day ; so that 
the expedition was only absent from England about three months. 
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Early in March, 1416, the king determined, as to the wages of 
those who had served in the expedition, that the first quarter 
should be reckoned from the 8th July, 1415 ; for those killed at 
Agincourt, the whole of the second quarter's wages was allowed, 
as if they had lived ; and for those who returned to Calais with 
the king, their wages were to be paid up to the eighth day after 
his arrival at Dover. From the 8th July to the 24th November 
would be about 140 days, for which time John Pilkington, esq., 
would be entitled to receive wages. It seems that his retinue 
consisted of only three foot-archers, as many as most esquires 
furnished ; Wm. Bradshaw, esq., providing the same number. 
(See Rymer's Fcedera in the Sloane MS., 6,400.) At the rates 
named, of twelve pence a day for an esquire and sixpence for an 
archer, John Pilkington would be entitled to receive two shillings 
and sixpence daily, or in all 17/. iar. ; and Wm. Bradshaw 
exactly the same amount. In a list of the king's jewels and plate 
pawned for wages, in the expedition to France, is the following 
entry: — (History of Agincourt, appendix, p. 18.) 

"To John Pilkington and Wm. Bradshaw [esquires], a little 
tablet of gold, garnished with the arms of England and France, 
and a gold chain, wrought with letters, crowns," &c. (Sloane 
MS., 4,600, folio 510.) Notwithstanding that parliament, soon 
after the king's return from France, voted him two-tenths and 
two-fifteenths, half to be levied on the 13th December, the small 
sum due to John Pilkington and Wm. Bradshaw remained unpaid 
till 143 1, sixteen years after the king's debt to them had been 
incurred, during all which time the royal jewels pawned to them 
remained in their hands. Henry V. was gathered to his fathers, 
and Henry VI. had nominally reigned nearly ten years, before 
the debt was cancelled and the pledged jewels restored or re- 
deemed. By an entry in the Ancient Kulendars and Inventories 
of the Treasury of the Exchequer, vol. ii. p. 140, of 9 and 10 
Henry VI. (143 1-2), No. 6, we learn the particulars of this 
transaction : — 
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"Memorandum. — That John Pilkington and Wm. Bradshaw 
restored by me, Oliver Chorley, on the 3rd December, 10 
Henry VI. (143 1), to the Lord Treasurer and Chamberlain, 
one little tablet of gold with the arms of England and France, 
with a chain of gold, made of the letters ....[? SS.] • • • • anc * 
crowns ; with one bracelet, with a little chain ['serura'] of gold ; 
together weighing by the Troy weight, 8$oz., and in which the 
gold was of the value of twenty-eight shillings the oz., total 
10/. 19s. 8d. The said John [Pilkyngton] and Wm. [Bradshaw], 
by Richard Courtenay, late clerk of the jewels to the late king 
Henry V., father of the said now king [had these] delivered for 
security of his pledges in war ; and they placed them in a certain 
Pyx, remaining in a large chest, among other jewels, within the 
great treasury of the king at Westminster in the closet ['claustra'] 
at this sign," [or bearing this mark, "ad tale signu "]. The mark 
is something like a key with a ring handle and two sets of wards. 

It is on record that Henry V. rewarded liberally with offices, 
honours, and estates, those who had served him faithfully in the 
war with France. In the Norman rolls of his fifth regnal year, 
1417-18, only two or three years after the battle of Agincourt, is 
a grant to the following effect: — 

"For John Pilkington. — The lord the king to all, &c, greeting. 
Know ye that of our special grace and for the good service which 
our beloved and faithful John Pilkington the younger [the first 
Sir John being then living] has rendered and will render in 
future, — We grant to him the office of our escheator in Ireland, 
to have and to hold the aforesaid office by himself or by his com- 
petent deputy, for whom he will be answerable, — for the term of 
his life, receiving in the same office, from the death of Ralph 
Standysh, esq., who had that office while he lived (as it is said) 
all manner of sureties ['vadia'], fees, profits and other com- 
modities whatsoever to the same office appertaining or belonging, 
&c, to the extent, wholly and in such manner as the said Ralph 
had and received in the same while he lived. So far as that 
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express mention of other gifts and grants to the aforesaid John 
before this time made, or of the true value of the aforesaid office, 
or anything to the contrary made, notwithstanding. Witness, 
as next above [i.e. the king's town of Falaise, 12 January, 141 8]. 
By the king himself." 

It is probable that this appointment would demand more or 
less the presence of John Pilkington the younger in Ireland. He 

was twice married, first to Margaret and secondly to 

Katharine, sister of John de Assheton. By his first wife he had 
a son, John, who succeeded him, but died s.p., and by his second 
wife he had two sons, Edmund and Arthur. 



Sir John Pilkington (third of the name.) 

[[The third Sir John Pilkington was married in 1435, for it is 
stated that in 13 Henry VI., John de Pilkington, knight, endowed 
Elizabeth, daughter to Edmund Trafford, knight, at the porch of 
the Collegiate church of St. Mary, Manchester, at the time of 
marriage [" tempore sponsalium?} The following curious deed, 
in the quaint English of the period, will further illustrate this 
fact. Previously, however, Sir John de Pilkington, knight, 
entered into a bond or obligation, dated 8th February, 13 Henry 
VI. (1435), in 200 marks silver (133/. dr. &/.,) in part payment 
for the marriage of Elizabeth, daughter of the said Edmund, on 
Tuesday next* before the feast of St Valentine (i.e. 8th February, 

1435). 

The following deed seems to have been executed about three 
years later (20th April, 1438) : — 

" This bille endented beres witnes that S3 John of Pilkyngton, 
knight, swere upon a boke in the day of making of these $sente3 
in witnes of Harry of Lev €r , Thorns of Trafford, Roger of Bradley, 
prest, John of Bamford, Rauf of Ol^refe [Owler-greave or green] 
and oy) [other] y* he stode sole seiset in his demene as of fee 
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simple or fee taill, the day of weddynge made betwene the said 
S3 John and Elisabeth the doght r of S3 Edmud of Trafford, 
knyght, of all y 6 messe3, londes and tent3 y* descendet to hym 
by right heirship aft the dethe of S3 John of Pilkyngton facP 
[father] of the said S3 John, w* in the touiie of Bury/ on taken 
[not taking in] of y°" mese3 londes and tent3 y* dame M 9 glet 
the mod 9 of the said S3 John befor tyme hade in nome of dowar 
or joyntur w*in y 6 said toune ; and also y* he stode sole seiset at 
the day of makyng of y* 8 psent^ of all y* said mese3 londes and 
tent3 in the said toune, the which the said dame marglet had in 
nome of dowar or joyntur. Into witnes of the which thing to y 68 
psent^ the said S3 John has set his seall. given y* xx day of 
Aprill, in the yere of regnyng of king Harry y 6 sext af ? the con- 
quest y 6 sextent" (20th April, 1438.) 

To the above deed a greenish-brown seal is appended, bearing 
the name and crest of " I. Pil-kyngton, H — on a helmet, a mower 
working his scythe. 

After his marriage Sir John seems to have resided chiefly 
in Lancashire. In the year 1440, in consequence of his non- 
payment of a sort of subsidy or tax, called " the Green Wax " 
(from the colour of the wax of the seal appended to the writ for 
its levy), Sir John de Buron, or Byron, then sheriff of Lancashire, 
distrained on his cattle and goods for the amount due. Where- 
upon Sir John Pilkington, in retaliation, seized certain cattle of 
the sheriffs and maltreated his servants. Sir John Byron filed 
his bill of complaint in the court of Chancery against Sir John 
Pilkington. This complaint in quaintly worded in English — 
" Beseeches meekly John Buron, sheriff of the county of Lancas- 
ter, that whereas Sir John of Pilkington, knt. of the said county, 
had lost divers issues and amercements in the exchequer of our 
sovereign Lord in London, the which issues and amercements 
among others divers issues and amercements lost in the said ex- 
chequer, by divers persons there taken to the said Sheriff after 
the account of the said Sheriff, and set in the said account by the 
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Auditor of the county of Lancaster togethur, and to pay to the 
Receiver in all haste. Because of the which the Under-sheriff 
come to London after Christmas last past, and declared this 
matter to the council of the duchy of Lancaster, that he might 
not gedur the said amercements without great trouble so hastily. 
And the said Council charged him that he sh d gedur hit uppe 
before the session then next suing. And the said sheriff sent 

Richard o Kylci .... and of Old collector of the 

green wax of the s d county, to ask the said issues and amerce- 
ments of the said Sir John of Pilkington. And the s* Sir Jno. of 
Pilkington gave answer and said he oght [owed] no green wax, 
ne none would he pay. And the collector of the green-wax 
said they w d distrain him for the said issues and amercements. 
And he said, if they token any cattle of his, that he sh d take as 
mony of the sheriff. And after this a collector divers times 
asked the green-wax of the s d Sir John of Pilkington, and at all 
times the said Sir John of Pilkington refused to pay. And then 
the said Sir John of Pilkington went into Northamptonshire to 
dwell. And the said collector comen [came] to Sir John of Pilk- 
ington the same day that he went, and asked of him the green 
wax. And Sir John of Pilkington gefe ansuare and said that 
none he oght [owed] ne none w 4 he pay. And then the said col- 
lector token his distress. And afterward there was a writ of 
reptegiarurn suyt against Robert of Pilkington for taking of divers 
cattle, and after that an alias suyt upon the same replegiarum. 
At the which alias the sheriff returned that the cattle were 
eloynet. And then the Chancellor of the County Palatine 
of Lancaster sent a Capias Wythirnamm [Withernamm is a 
writ to the sheriff to take an unlawfull distrainor's beasts or goods 
into his keeping, until the party make deliverance of the first 
distress] to the said sheriff; by the force of the which writ the 
sheriff sent to Ralph Boterworth, his under-baille of Rochedale, a 
precept according to the said writ ; the which Ralph of Boter- 
worth, toke the wethernaytne of the cattle of the aforesaid Robert 
of Pilkington. And then the said Sir John of Pilkington and 

/ 
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the said Robert of Pilkington said, because of the taking of the 
said distress for the green-wax, and because of taking the 
wethernayme, that they shulden take as meche catell of the 
tenants of the said sheriff, and that they sh d make beten half-a- 
dozen of the tenants of the said sheriff. And afterward, upon 
the Friday at night next before the Feast of St. Lawrence last 
past [? Friday, August 5, 1440], the said Sir John of Pilkington 
send [sic] Robert of Pilkington his brother, with divers men of 
the County of York, and the said night breken certain houses in 
Rochdale of the tenants of the said sheriff, and there soghten 
Ralph of Butterworth that took the said wethernayme and Robert 
of Chadwyke and Robert Boterworth, tenants to the said sheriff, 
beten and wondet ; so that the said Robert of Chadwoyke was in 
peril of death, for that he was stryken upon the head with sordez, 
that the braynpanne was broken, and mony bones taken out of 
the head of the said Robert of Chadwoyke. And the said night 
the said Robert of Pilkington took five kyne of Ralph of Boter- 
worth that execute the wethirnayme, tenant to the said Sheriff 
and his Under-Baille of Rachedale ; the which five kine ihe said 
Robert of Pilkington drove into the county of York, and horn 
[them] there yet holds. That it please unto your Lordship to 
grant a writ direct to the said Sir John of Pilkington to appear 
before you in the Chancery of England upon pain of 100/., at 

the 15th day of St. Hillary [January 26, 1441 ] And the 

said Sir John of Pilkington to examine of the matter compre- 
hended within this bill. And after that to make due redress as it 
seems unto your Lordship, and that for the love of God and by 
way of charity. {Calenders of the Proceedings in Chancery .printed 
edition 0/1830, vol. 11. pp. 20, 21.) 

A search has failed to show the final decision in this case. He 
died 23 February 145 1 without issue, and the estates passed to 
his nephew Sir Thomas, the son of his half brother Edmund. 
[See p. xlviii.] His wife survived him and married, secondly, 
Sir Peter Leigh of Lyme.]] 
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Sir John Pilkington and Sir Charles Pilkington 
of Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire. 

[[This Sir John could not be a very near kinsman of any 
descendant of the first Sir John, as neither he nor his brothers 
are named in any of the fines by which the entail of the Verdon 
inheritance was recorded. 

Little is known of his life save what can be gleaned from his 
will and that of his widow. He was a decided Yorkist, and 
seems to have been in favour with Edward IV., who, it is said, in 
the 13th year of his reign, 1473, gave to him and his lawful heirs 
male, divers lands and tenements in London and elsewhere. 
(Vincent, 44, fol 66, b.) 

He seems to have chiefly resided at Pilkington Hall, near 
Wakefield, and to have founded (by letters patent of 20th Dec. 
141 8) the south chantry in the parish church of Wakefield, in 
which chantry he was buried. He was probably a good deal at 
court, and was much attached to Richard Duke of Gloucester, 
(afterwards Richard III., Shakspere's "hump-back,") and to him 
and to William, Lord Hastings, then Lord Chamberlain, he 
bequeathed the care and custody of his only legitimate son 
Edward, who was nominally the ward of the king. Sir John died 
on the 29th December, 18 Edw. IV, 1478, about six months after 
making his will, and five years before Lord Hastings was 
beheaded by order of his ambitious co-executor, Richard. 

The will is well worth giving entire, as it illustrates alike the 
language and the manners of the time. 

In the name of God, amen. I John Pilkington K* of hole 
minde all of I be greved w^ 1 sicknesse at Skipton y 6 xxviii* 11 daie 
of June in y e yeare of o r L d God a Thousand 4 Hundred three- 
score and eighteen ordenes my Testam* in this forme. First I 
witte my soul to God almighty and to y 6 Blessed Virgin oure 
Ladie St Marie and to all y 6 S te in Heaven, and my Bodie to be 
Buried at y 6 pleasure of God and oure Ladie in y e Chaunterie in 
y e Kirke of Wakefield. Item I witte to my s d Chaunterie one 
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Masse Book, one chalis guilt, 2 crowets of silv r 2 vestm* 8 2 albes. 
Item I witte to y 6 Kirkeworke of Wakefield io marks. Item I 
witte to y 6 high Alter in y« same Kirke one Masse Book. Item 
I witte everye Monke in Fontaunce Abbey vi 8 . viii d . so y* ilke 
one of y m severally saye masse of requiem for my soule w* in 5 
days they have knowledge of my death, they especially in y r 
memento forgyoing me all man r of bargains had between y m 
and me. Item I wytte to y 6 making of y 6 Abbey Kirke of 
Fontaunce x 11 . Item I wytte xx mrks to y 6 marriadge of y 6 
poorest maidens y* shall be married w^in y e pish of Hallyfaxe 
and Hoptonstall w th in a year next after my Death, and y* to be 
done by ovrsight of myne Executo* 8 . It I wytte to ye 
Execut" of Robte Shaughe to y* behoof of y* childer of Tho. 
Shaughe viii marks. K I wytte to Ric d Haliwell and his son 
xx 11 so y* they make release to myne assigns of a place of land 
I bought of his fath r in Mydgeley and ells they none to have. 
I? I will y* never none of myne Heirs interrupt ne trouble y 6 
Heirs of Wolstenholme for y e land at Wythom Row [rover, road, 
rood, or royd] ne never y* to occupie w*hout they may purchase 
it. If I wytte to Nicholas Tempest and to his wyffe xx u . I? 
I witte to Edmund Greenhalghe to y e mariadge of his childre 
xx m r ks. K I wytte to those of my serv* at this daye, y* is to 
saye to Robte Hilton v marks, Edward Kaye xl 8 , Thomas 
Hagthorpe v marks. To John Myrfolde xl 8 , to Henry Dineley 
xl 8 , to Lawrence Dineleye xx 8 , to Arthur Wentworth xl 8 , to 
James Earsley xx", to W m Turlone xx 8 , to Tho. Ourles xx 8 , 
to John Dighton xx 8 , to Giles Kaye xx 8 , to Giles Lingerde x 
marks. To W m Mallett x 8 , to Rich d Rondon xx 8 , to John 
Hunter xx 8 , to John Nable xl 8 , to Rich d Branckliffe xx 8 , to 
Raufe Whitehead xx 8 , to Edm. Clacke xx 8 , to Oliv' Hawwarth 
vi 8 viii 8 , to Ellis Ward vi 8 viii 8 , to Thurston Whitehead xx 8 , to 
Tho. Kutchin iij 8 iiij d to Tho. Blackhouse ij 8 . H I will y* 
my son Edward be forthw tb after my death had to my L d of 
Gloucester and my L d Chamberlaine hartilie beseechinge y m at 
they will in my name see such y* Kinges good grace y* myne 
Executo™ may have y 6 warshippe of my s d sonne and my land, 
paying to y 6 King v c m r ks w°h shall be delivered to y m 
in money, and y or I will beseech my L d of Gloucester y* my 
s d sonne Edward maye be in y e house of my L d Chamberlaine to 
he be of the y e age of xvi years. And y n to be put at ye Kinges 
pleasure, and at Giles Lingerd and Hen Dineleye may waite 
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upon him in y 6 mean season. R it is my will y* all my Reve- 
newes growing of my land over y 6 finding of my sonne Edward 
shal be keped w* 1 * my Lorde Chamberlaine to by for my s d son a 
marriadge w th lands. H I will y* my brother Charles have 
Bradley to my s d son Edw. be of age of xxiiii years. If I 
will y* Robte my bastarde Sonne oscupie my place at Elfleteburghe 
and all other my lands I have in D'byshire to my s d son Edw. 
be of age of xxiiii years, and from y n y° s d Robte to have 
Greenehirste to him and his heires male according to a state to 
him thereof aforemade. R I will my s d Bastard sonne have all 
my lands in Wistowe to him and to his heires male according to 
y* Estate made of Greenehirste R y* is my will y* all my 
purchased lands shall be tayled to myne Heirs male, and for 
defalte of yssue male of me to Robte Pilkington my son Bastard 
and his yssue male, and so each one of my Brethren and y r yssue 
male eche one after other as shal be set in y 6 deed thereof made. 
R it is my will y* myne Executo™ shall yearelie take all y* 
Revenues of Kelfeld to John Fitz-Henry come to age of xx 
yeares to performe my will. R I will y* John Pilkington have 
every year vi marks to find him to his learninge at Oxenfurthe 
by deliv r ye of myne Executo™ during y« fores d terme. R I will 
yt m y wyffe Dame Johan have her dower of my lands except 
Broadleye. R I will y* that she have Pilkington Hall nigh 
Wakefield w th Snapthorp for terme of hir lyffe so she dwell on 
it for y 6 most ptie. R I will y* she give yerelie to John 
Gargrave and W m Gargrave and to ether of them v m r ks in y* 
year for terme of y r lyves, and if she will not so do, y n I will y* 
myne Executo™ have y* and occupie yt, to y e profit of my son 
Edw. peyeinge yerelie to ether of y* s d John and W m v marks 
under forme aforerehersed. ' R I will y* my son Robte have y 6 
keepinge of Aringdon Parke to my son Edw. come to age of 
xxiiii yeares. And yf y* s d Robte die, y n my Brother Charles to 
have y* s d keeping duringe the same terme. R I will y* myne 
Executo™ have y e guardianshipp and mariadge of John Staneton 
to y e intent y* they may sell y x in the moste avayleable manner 
and wise. So y* y 6 money thereof taken w th y* revenues of my 
lyvelode over y e finding of my son Edward may purchase a 
marriadge w th land for my sayde son, by y 6 oversight and advise 
of my L d Chamberlaine, and for y e accomplishm* of this my will 
I lowlie and hartelie beseech my Lorde of Gloucester and my 
L d Chamberlaine, y* they will at y° Reve'nce of God be myne 
Executo" w th y m Will m Calv'ley and Robte Chalon r y° w ch my 
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L ds both Will m Callv r ly and Robte Chaloner, I ordeine and make 
myne Executo™ beseeching my sayde L* to suffer y 6 sayde 
Will m and Robte to occupie and administer for pforminge of 
this my will makinge accompts of to my sayde L* 8 at their 
comandements. K I will y* my L d of Gloucest' shall have an 
emerald set in gold for w° h my s d L d wold have given an hun- 
drethe m r ks. It I will y* my L d Chamberlaine shall have a bedd 
of arrasse w* angells of gold. I will y* W m . Calv'leye and Robte 
Chaloner shall have ether of y m and hundrethe shillings and y r 
costs to be made of my goods w 11 they ride and labor for my 
pformynge of this my will. (British Museum, Lansdowne MSS., 
1219, f. 115). 

A Latin memorandum sets forth that this testament was proved 
on the last day of June, 1479, anc * that administration was 
granted " to that most excellent Prince the Lord Richard Duke 
of Gloucester, Ex or in the same testament named " ; and that he 
was sworn to give joint administration to his co-executors, when 
they should come, &c. Afterwards on the 20th September, 1479, 
the above named William Calverley and Robert Chaloner, Exo™ 
named in the aforesaid testament, utterly refused to take upon 
themselves that duty of adminstration. 

Sir John's widow took the veil 10th September, 1488 ; her will 
dated 2nd January, 12 Henry VII., 1497, runs thus : — 

"I Dame Jane Pilkington, widow, make my last will and 
testament My body to be buried in the Nun's Quire at 
Monkton, in my habit, holding my hand on my breast, with my 
ring upon my finger, having taken, in my resolvis [resolves] the 
mantle and the ring [*>. having actually taken the vows, which 
Dodsworth says she took in the church of Wakefield, from 
William, Bishop of Dramore]. And whereas Sir Henry Hunting- 
ton, priest, and Roger Radcliffe, gentlemen, stand seised and be 
Feoffees for and in all my moiety of the manor of Balderstone, 
and of all other messuages, lands, tenements, hereditaments, and 
their appurtenances, which were Wm. Balderstone's, my father, 
in the towns and hamlets of Balderstone, Mellor, Thornton, 
Holme, Singleton, Little Estake, Singleton, Hamilton, and the 
rest in the County of Lancaster, and Roger-Thorpe in the 
County of York, to me descended by inheritance ; — My will and 
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mind .is, that my said Feoffees shall suffer me, the said Jane, to 
have and receive the rents and profits of the said lands during 
my life. And after my decease they then shall stand seised to 
the use of Sir James Harrington, knt., my sister's [Isabel's] 
son for the term of his life. And after his decease, to the use of 
Thomas Talbot of Bashall, son and heir of Edmund Talbot, esq., 
and Jane his wife, daughter and coheiress to Sir Robert 
Harrington, of Hornby Castle, knt. \ob. before 2nd Jan., 1497] 
and the Lady Isabel, his wife, my sister ; and the heirs of the 
body of Thomas Talbot for ever [he died a minor]. And for 
default of issue of his body, then to the use of Richard Radcliffe 
[of Wimmersley] and Ellen his wife, which Ellen was aunt to me 
the said Jane, and sister to William Balderstone my father ; 
and to the use of Richard Osbaldeston \ob. 37 Henry VIII., 
1545], son and heir of John Osbaldeston and Elizabeth his 
wife [married 1st Edward IV., 1461], another sister of William 
Balderstone, my father, and their heirs for ever. And I make 
my Executors," &c. &c. 

Sir John had a brother Sir Charles, whom he names in his 
will ; and this Sir Charles in his own will (6 years later than that 
of Sir John) refers to the fact that he has the custody of the 
lands and tenements (with the right to receive their rents and 
profits) of Edward Pilkington, son and heir of the late Sir John 
Pilkington, knight, his nephew, during that nephew's minority. 
At that father's death his widow, Edward's mother, was living ; 
yet the boy, then probably about twelve years old, was sent into 
the household of a nobleman at court for four years. Where he 
was placed from the age of sixteen years till his death in his 
minority, when nineteen or twenty years of age, does not appear; 
but he died in his wardship, surviving two royal guardians ; for 
after the death of Edward IV, in April, 1483, he would become 
the ward of Richard III., one of his father's executors, and his 
own appointed guardians by the will ; and from August, 1485, 
when Richard was killed at Bosworth, Edward Pilkington would 
become the ward of Henry VII. But he did not long survive 
these changes, and is stated to have died in his wardship in the 
1st Henry VII., (1485-6,) at least ten years before she made her 
will, and probably before she took the veil. Read by this light, 
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her will affords strong negative testimony as to the relative 
position and claims of the two sons of her deceased husband. 
The bastard son was living, or but just dead, when she made her 
will (as he died 13 Henry VII., the same year in which her will 
was made,) but in either case, he or his representatives could 
have no claim upon her. Her husband's younger son (no doubt 
her own son) had been dead, a youth, many years ; and she 
seems in her will to be chiefly desirous to dispose of her own 
paternal inheritance to her sisters and aunts, and their children, 
and to purposes of religion. 



Sir Thomas Pilkington. 

[[Sir Thomas Pilkington was of full age when, in 145 1, he suc- 
ceeded his uncle Sir John. Very contradictory statements have 
been made as to his marriage, but need not be detailed. 

In the Lichfield Episcopal Registry, in the fifteenth century 
(when South Lancashire was within that diocese), are preserved 
records of licenses for dispensation to marry, which were 
necessary when the parties were within certain degrees of con- 
sanguinity according to the canons of the church of Rome. We 
find that such licenses were granted in the year 1442, one to 
license a marriage of a William Harrington with an Elizabeth 
Pilkington; and the other to license the marriage of Thomas 
Pilkington with Margaret Harrington. 

In the first year of his reign (1460) Edward IV. began to 
show favour to "Thomas Pilkington, gentleman,"* granting to 
him in fee the manor of Keppok, in the county of Uriell, Ireland, 
and all hereditaments in Ardee, Dundalke, Barnemath, Talaghilin, 
and Talagh Dounhill, in the said county (late belonging to John 
Hadsore, attainted) by the service due, &c. {Cat. Rot. Pat. p. 301. 

• It is very doubtful whether these grants were made to this Sir Thomas Pilkington, 
as he is believed to have had a namesake, and if there were two Sir Thomases it is 
uncertain who might be the grantee in this instance. But on this point we have no 
certain information. 
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Tertia Patent deanno i° Regis Edwardi Quarti, M. 16, num. 184.) 
Thomas Pilkington was sheriff of Lancashire in 3, 5, 13, and 22 
Edw. IV., that is, in the years 1463, 1465, 1473, and 1482. 
A writ, or precept, was directed to him as " Thomas Pilkington, 
esq., Sheriff of Lancashire, Bailiff of Salfordshire, and Constable 
of the Town of Manchester, requiring him to take John Newton, 
late of Withington, Lancashirfe, yeoman. This document is 
dated 4 April, 13 Edw. IV. (1473). (Harl MS., 2 112, p. 152.) 
(Palm. B) 

In an Act of Resumption of 4 Edw. IV. (1464) is a proviso, 
" that this Act, nor none other made or to be made in this our 

present Parliament, extend not, nor be prejudicial unto 

Thomas Pylkington, Squier, of or for 26/. \$s. 4^., to him granted 
by our Lettres Patentez." (Rot Pari., vol v., p. 546.) 

Thomas Pilkington is called "Esquire" in a rental of 1473 
and "Knight" in 1475, when he was witness to a Rivington deed. 
He would be knighted then between May 1473 and 26 June 1475. 

He fought at the battle of Bosworth Field, on Monday, 22 
August 1485. The Bill of Attainder was passed in the first Par- 
liament of Hen. VII., which assembled on Monday, 7 November 
1485. By this Act, all the estates of Sir Thomas in Lancashire 
were forfeited to thecrown, including all the manors and lands 
granted to Thomas Earl of Derby. 

In 1487 Lambert Simnel (the pretended Duke of York) landed 
at Peel, or Pile Fouldrey, Morecambe Bay, in the county of Lan- 
caster, 4th June 1487, and was at once joined by Sir Thomas 
Broughton of Broughton-in-Furness. Probably in his march 
southward through Lancashire, this Pretender was joined by Sir 
Thomas Pilkington. It is at least certain that with many other 
Lancashire knights and gentlemen of the Yorkist party he 
fought at the battle of (East) Stoke, near Newark, in the county 
of Notts, and was there slain, on the 16 June 1487, and that in 
that or the following year (1488) his estates in Norfolk, Herts, 
Notts, &c, were confiscated and granted by Hen. VI L, in his 
fourth year (1478-9), to George Stanley, Lord Strange of 

g 
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Knockyn, son of Thomas Stanley, first Earl of Derby. Inqui- 
sitions seem to have been held in Norfolk and Suffolk in 1493, 
which found that Sir Roger Pilkington, knight, was his son and 
heir. It appears that previously to these inquisitions Roger had 
got the attainder and the grant to Lord Strange reversed — pro- 
bably after the death of that lord, who predeceased his father — 
and that Roger now came into the inheritance of his father's 
estates. He married Alice, daughter of Sir John Savage, knight, 
by whom he had six daughters, whom he made his coheiresses, 
and his estates were divided amongst them and were held by 
their husbands in right of the wives. Sir Roger was therefore 
the last male of his ancient line, and with him the last Pilkington 
of Pilkington passed away.]] 



The Rhodes Tradition. 

[[There is an apocryphal story relating to the loss of the Rhodes 
estate in the manor of Pilkington, which is thus given in Holland 
Watson's MSS. : 

"Rhodes of Rhodes having his estate, and it being land 
inheritance and lying within the manor of Pilkington, the knight, 
desirous of purchasing the estate, applied to Rhodes, but he, 
being unwilling to part with it, refused to selL The estate 
is of considerable length, and is bounded by the river Irwell 
for more than a mile, and at the extremity of the land 
stood a cow-house, of which Rhodes made use as a shelter 
for young cattle during winter, but at other times it was 
disused. Into this building, it is said, Sir John ordered some 
of his own cattle to be put and locked up, giving out that they 
were stolen, and a reward was offered accordingly. Some time 
passed before the cattle were found. At length, as had been 
concerted, some of Sir John's people found them in the above 
cow-house, and proceedings at law were immediately commenced 
against Rhodes for this pretended robbery, against which Rhodes 
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defended himself; but the fact of the cattle being locked up in 
his building being notorious, and the presumption of his being 
privy, if not a principal, in the concealment, was evidence so 
strong against Rhodes that he was obliged to come into terms 
of accommodation with Sir John, which caused the loss of his 
inheritance. Sir John afterwards forfeited the manor of Pilking- 
ton. This, in those days, was called a just judgment, and believed 
to be inflicted upon him for the above treachery. The manor 
was given to the Derby family by the crown. The mansion 
house was formerly encompassed by a moat, part of which still 
remains." (Baines, vol. ii, p. 65.)]] 

It was not Sir John, but Sir Thomas Pilkington, who lost the 
Pilkington manor. 



Robert Pilkington of Bury. 

[[By a petition of the Commons in Parliament assembled (38 
Hen. VI., 1459), complaint is made of extortions, oppressions, 
unlawful and wrongful imprisonments, &c, and the king is prayed 
to require the misdoers to appear within a month before the 
Chancellor of England, &c. Thereupon an act was passed, the 
schedule annexed to which contained a list of twenty-five of these 
misdoers. The third name in this list, and the only one from 
Lancashire, is "Robertus Pylkyngton, nuper de Bury, in co. 
Lane." The king granted the petition. (Rot. Pari., vol. v., p. 
368, *.]] 



Sir Ralph Pilkington. 

Sir Ralph Pilkington married Margaret Ambrose, and the 
marriage is confirmed by a deed executed in 1477-8* Their 
names appear also in a deed 25 Henry VI. (1446-7), but there 
are earlier records which seem to show that before his marriage 
with Margaret Ambrose he was contracted or married to another 
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Margaret, daughter of William de Lever ; for a somewhat ob- 
scure document at Rivington appears to be a decree of divorce, 
fourteen years before the deed of 1446. So far as it can be 
understood this Latin record runs thus : — 

"To all the sons of Holy Mother Church, &c, I, Robert 
Maderer, Lord Archdeacon of Chester, &a, in a certain cause of 
evil [or bad] marriage ["maftio tna/i"] and Divorce before us 
moved, & elsewhere pending, between Margaret, daughter of 
W m de Lever, the accusing party ["pte ace v ice"] on the one 
part and Rad'us de Pilkyngton the party accused [or defendant — 
u pte rea "] on the other part. For that cause therefore 
[" Idcirco "] the marriage between the afores d Margaret and 
Ralph contracted, and in holy church solemnised ["infaone 
eclii solemjh "] We annul, &c. Given under our Official Seal, at 
Chester on the 24 day of July 1432." [The Archidiaconal Seal 
is still appended to this decree.] (Riv. Deeds 4, W. 7.) 

There does not appear to be any cause set forth in this decree 
for seeking this divorce. Can the following Writ of Exigent* 
(without date, but probably in 1432) have any connection with 
this matter ? 

"Exigent against Levesay and others ats. Pilkington of Riv- 
ington. The King to the Sheriff of Lanc r greeting 'We command 
thee that thou shalt Exigi facias [issue an Exigent] against 
Geoffrey de Levesay (and five others named, see below) to take 
and keep them in safe custody, so that their bodies may be 
brought before our Justices at Lane* on the Tuesday in the 
second week of Lent, to answer- to Ralph de Pilkyngton of 
Rovington on a Plea, why, how, or by what means [" qnare"\ he 
together with John de Levesay gent. Elias de Aynesworth of 

* Exigent {cxigenda) is a writ that lies where a defendant in an action personal can- 
not be found, nor anything of his within the county, whereby to be attached or distrained* 
It is directed to the Sheriff to proclaim and call him five County Court days, one after 
another, charging him upon pain of outlawry. It is called Exigent, because it ezacteth 
the party, &*., requires his appearance to answer the law ; and if he come not at the 
last day's proclamation he is said to be quinqtaes exodus, and is outlawed. (Cromp, 
Juris. % 188.) 
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Plesington gent. Lawrence de Aynesworth of Preston Rich* de 
Aynesworth of Cokholte [ ? Cok-shotte ] gent* & John de 
Harwode of Hoghton, yeoman ; did forcibly carry off [" rapu- 
erunt"] Margeriam, wife of the said Ralph P. at Rovynton, 
together with goods and chattels of the said Ralph, to the value 
of 40/., and abduced ["abduxerunt"] & detained her &c to the 
great injury of the said Ralph, and against our peace &c. And 
thou art to bring before our Justices at Lane* on Monday after 
the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin [that Feast was 
September 8] the said [six persons beforenamed] unless they 
sh d not be within thy bailiwick. Witness W m Babyngton at 
Lanc T the 10th year of our reign." [? 10 Hen. VI. — 1432.] (Riv. 
Deeds, Nos. 16, 87., K. IV n Coll Arms. Palm. D) 



Bishop Pilkington. 



[[This prelate, one of the most estimable of the reformers, was 
born in 1520, and when about sixteen became a member of St. 
John's College, Cambridge. He obtained his bachelor's degree 
in 1539, when he became a fellow of the college. In 1542 
he took the AM. degree, and in 1550 that of B.D. The doctor's 
degree he never appears to have had, either from disregard, or as 
seems more probable, from the interruption to his course of study 
caused by the troubled times of Queen Mary. In the theological 
course, which he gave gratuitously, he "acquitted himself 
learnedly and piously" in defence of the principles of the 
Reformation. He was one of the divines who took part in the 
disputation held at Cambridge in June 1549. Next year he 
became Vicar of Kendal, but only held the office for a year, 
probably feeling that as a Fellow of St. John's^ Cambridge, he 
would have more chances of forwarding the reformed principles 
than as the incumbent of a remote county parish. The perse- 
cution in the reign of Mary drove Pilkington and many others 
into exile. He was successively at Zurich, Basil, and Geneva. 
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Her death in 1558 was the signal for their return. He was one 
of the commissioners for revising the Book of Common Prayer. 
Next year he was included in the commission which visited 
Cambridge to receive the oath of allegiance. The whirligig of 
fate had brought now such a change that " Bullock the Popish 
Master of St John's was put out " and the erewhile Protestant 
exile installed in his place. He took an active part in the revival 
of the studies of Greek in the University. In 1560 he was made 
Bishop of Durham, and was the first prelate of the reformed 
faith who enjoyed that see. Some years later he succeeded in 
getting the greater part of its temporalities restored to the ancient 
see, but only on condition of an annual payment to the crown of 
1,020/. 

He became bishop and husband about the same time. Eliza- 
beth had a strong antipathy to married prelates. In the bishop's 
will he mentions "Alice Kingsmill my now known wife," a 
passage which has led some to suppose that the union was kept 
secret ; but in his Confutation of an Addition, printed in 1561, in 
the course of an argument as to the lawfulness of clerical 
marriages, he says, " I am sure that many will judge that I speak 
this to please my wife." His daughters are said to have each 
received a marriage portion of 4,000/., a very considerable sum 
in those days. The pomp and state of the bishop of the pala- 
tinate would not be very much to his mind, and hence without 
being accused of meanness, his quieter style of living would leave 
an ample margin to his income. The functions of his office he 
seems to have discharged with fidelity and care. u A bishop," 
he says, u is a name of office, labour, and pains, rather than of 
dignity, ease, wealth, or idleness. The word episcopus is Greek, 
and signifies a scout-watch, an overlooker, or spy ; because he 
should ever be watching and warning that the devil our enemy 
do not enter to spoil or destroy." He was thought to incline to 
the Puritan party, one reason assigned for the supposition being 
the scriptural names he bestowed upon his children. 

In June 1562 Pilkington preached a sermon before the queen 
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in which he exposed the pretensions to prophetical powers of one 
Ellys, who called himself Elias, and dressed in camel's hair, and 
went to the queen's palace at Gravesend professing to have 
a message from God to deliver to her. Whether he gained 
admission to the presence chamber, with rich tapestry on the 
walls and rushes on the floor, is problematical. He tried the 
Bishop of London next, who informed Pilkington of the doings 
of the Lancashire prophet The bishop's exposure of this fool 
or knave was followed later in the same month by action on the 
part of the civil powers, and the modern Elias, dressed for derision 
in u grey " skins, was first placed in the pillory and then removed 
to Bridewell, where he died three years later. 

The bishop was upon friendly terms with Bernard Gilpin — the 
Apostle of the North — and did not hesitate to write to Archbishop 
Parker of the Lancashire parishes under his patronage : " Your 
cures all, except Rochdale, be as far out of order as the worst in 
all the country. The old Vicar of Blackburn resigned for a 
pension, and now liveth with Sir John Biron. Whalley hath as 
ill a vicar as the worst ; and there is one come thither that hath 
been deprived or changed his name, and now teacheth school 
there, of evil to make them worse. If your grace's officers lust 
they might amend many things." This was in 1564, and in the 
same year he wrote to the Earl of Leicester a letter on behalf of 
the refusers of the habits. 

The bishop as a married prelate and suspected Puritan was 
little relished by those who clung to the w old faith," and the 
rising in the north in 1569 saw the "Protestant" Bible torn to 
pieces in Durham Cathedral. 

According to one account the bishop fled to the south before 
the rebel host Another statement is that he was staying in Lon- 
don when the insurgents marched into Durham with their banners 
of the five wounds of Christ At Auckland his infant daughters 
were conveyed away in beggars clothes to conceal them.* 

# Deborah (born 1564) was the only daughter then born ; Ruth, the younger 
daughter, was born 1575. 
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When the rebellion had been put down the forfeited estates, 
which were of immense value, were seized by the crown. The 
bishop, who as prince-palatine of Durham was entitled to them, 
instituted a suit for their recovery, and that with such chance of 
success that the aid of the faithful Commons was invoked, and 
the forfeitures were vested in the crown pro hoc via. 

On the 23rd January, 1575, died "the good old bishop of 
Durham, of great piety and learning, and such frugal simplicity 
of life as well became a modest Christian prelate." It was his 
own wish to be " buried with as few Popish ceremonies as may 
be, or vain cost," and he was buried at Bishop Auckland, but 
from thence he was transferred to Durham Cathedral. The tomb 
with its long Latin inscriptions have long since been destroyed 
by time. 

A more enduring monument is the Grammar School at 
Rivington, which the bishop founded in 1566. The statutes of 
the school enter into many curious details. The management 
is vested in six governors, who were " to choose one of the wisest 
and discreetest among themselves to be spokesman for the year." 
The voters had to take an oath before the election, the governors 
and spokesman at election. Little or nothing was left to spon- 
taneous action ; the entire daily routine, even in the most trifling 
matters, are pre-ordained by the statutes. The oath is prescribed, 
and so is the order of their business meetings. The constituency 
for the election of governors is defined, and the oath of voters 
before the election, and that to be taken by the governor elect 
are prescribed. Then follow the duties of governors, of scholars, 
and of master and ushers. Under the head " duty of scholars," 
are minute and curious directions. Devotional exercises are 
specified for early morning, for grace before and after meat, for 
mid-day and for evening prayer. " After that they have prayed 
in the morning they shall dress their beds, comb their head, wash 
their hands, and see their apparel be cleanly; their hose shall not 
hang about their heels, nor out of their shoes, nor their shoes be 
torn ; for though their apparel need not be costly, yet it is a shame 
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to wear it slovenly ; their coats and hosen shall not be costly 
pomished, cut, graded, nor jagged ; no nor torn, slovenly worn, 
nor ragged ; nor caps with feathers or aglets. No kind of staff- 
dagger nor weapon shall they wear, except a penknife, nor go to 
the fencing school, but their chief pastime shall be shooting, and 
that in honest company and small game, or none for money. 
At meat they shall not be full of talk, but rather hear what their 
elders and betters say ; if they be asked a question they shall 
reverently take off their cap and answer with as few words as 
may be. They shall not eat greedily nor lye on the table slovenly." 
Neither usher nor master is to be curate of the church. The 
holidays are defined, and the modes of correction to be used. 
None are to be admitted to the school who cannot read, " except 
in great need," when the usher shall teach it ; but, " in learning to 
read, much time is not to be spent, for the continual exercise of 
learning to read other things shall make it perfect." English 
grammar is the next course, and the usher is to teach the Latin 
of every noun and verb, " that by this means he and others that 
hear may learn what everything is called in Latin, and so be 
more ready to understand every word what it signifieth in 
English, when they shall come to construction. As first to begin 
with Latin words for every part of a man and his apparel ; of a 
house and household stuff, as bedding, kitchen, buttery, meats, 
beasts, herbs, flowers, birds, fishes, with all parts of them ; virtues, 
vices, merchandise, and all occupations, as weavers, tanners, 
carpenters, ploughers, wheelwrights, tailors, tilers, and shoe- 
makers ; and cause them to write every word that belongs to 
one thing, together in order." 

The edition of his works which was issued by the Parker 
Society* appears to contain all that now remains of his literary 
labours, namely: Exposition upon the Prophet Haggai> 1560, 
1562; Exposition upon the Prophet Obadiah, 1562; Exposition 

* The works of James Pilkington, B.D., Lord Bishop of Durham. Edited for the 
Parker Society by the Rev. James Schofield, A.M., Regius Professor of Greek, 
Cambridge. Cambridge, 1842. 

h 
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upon certain Chapters of Nekemiah, 1585, published after the 
bishop's death by Foxe the Martyrologist ; The Burning of St 
Pauts Church ; Confutation of an Addition, 1563; Answers to 
Popish Questions, 1563; Sermon on Bucer and Phagius, 1560; 
Letter to the Earl of Leicester on behalf of the Refusers of the 
Habits, 1564; De Prcedestinatione, tractatus Jacobi Pilkington dum 
eratstudens Cantabrigia \ Epistola ad Andriam Kingstnill, 1564. 
The volume also contains extracts from the Rivington school 
statutes. 

Pilkington was a vigorous writer, and some of his writings by 
their colloquial force and quaintness remind one of Latimer. 
There can be no mistake about his meaning, and in his contro- 
versial writings he is far more plain than complimentary. It is 
something also to his credit that he denounced the belief in 
lucky and unlucky days, for many great minds have been, and 
are, infected by superstition : 

" What can we say for ourselves, but that we put great super- 
stition in days, when we put openly in calendars and almanacks, 
and say, These days be infortunate, and great matters are not 
to be taken in hand these days ; a$ though we were of God's 
privy council ? But why are they infortunate ? Is God asleep 
on those days? or doth he not rule the world and all things 
those days* as well as on other days ? Is he weary, that he must 
rest him in those days ? Or doth he give the ruling of those 
days to some evil spirit or planet ? If God give to stars such 
power that things cannot prosper on those days, then God is the 
author of evil. If stars do rule men those days, then man is 
their servant. But God made man to rule, and not be ruled ; 
and all creatures should serve him." ( Works, p. 17.) 

There is one passage in his writings in which he reflects upon 
the claims of " long descent" : 

" And to rejoice in ancient blood, what can be more vain ? 
Do we not all come of Adam, our earthly father ? and say we 
not all, ' Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed, &C.' ? How 
can we crack then of our ancient stock, seeing we came all both 
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of one earthly and heavenly Father ? If ye mark the common 
saying, how gentle blood came up, ye shall see how true it is : 

When Adam dalve, and Eve span, 
Who was then a gentleman ? 
Up start the carle, and gathered good, 
And thereof came the gentle blood. 

And although no nation has anything to rejoice in of themselves, 
yet England has less than other. We glory much to be called 
Britons ; but if we consider what a vagabond Brutus was, and 
what a company he brought with him, there is small cause of 
glory. For the Saxons, of whom we come also, there is less 
cause to crack. So that of Brutus we may well be called brutes 
for our brutish conditions, and of the Saxons saxi, that is stout 
and hard-hearted : but if we go up to Cain, Japhet, and such 
other fathers of us gentiles, we may be ashamed of our ancestors : 
for of all these we come, that knew no God." ( Works, p. 125.) 

This is true, and yet but half the truth, for the memorable 
deeds of ancestors should be a potent spring of emulation. The 
bishop was not insensible to these considerations, for we find 
that he had obtained an addition to the family arms " quibus 
ex antiquo tempore utebatur ;" and the instrument states that 
the "Reverendus in Christe pater D. Jacobus Pilkenten Theologiae 
baccalaureus Dunelmensis episcopus est ex nobili et antiqud 
familid ortus gerens arma vel insignia." The addition was 
granted by Sir Gilbert Dethick, Garter, 10th February, 1561, 
and consists of a decoration in the head of the shield vert three 
suns or. 



The Bishop's Brothers. 

The bishop's brothers, owing in some degree at least to his 
influence, all attained good positions in the Church. 

Francis, the oldest, lived with the bishop at Auckland as 
steward of his household. On the death of the bishop he 
removed to Whitburn, where he died in 1597. 
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The next brother, Leonard, who had succeeded him in his 
preferments at Cambridge, was this year (1563) collated by 
Bishop Pilkington to the valuable living of Whitburn, Co. 
Durham ; where he collected together in several parcels a con- 
siderable copyhold estate. He married first Catherine, daughter 
of .... by whom he had issue two daughters, 
Alice and Grace, and two sons, Barnabas and Nehemiah. He 
married secondly Jane, widow of Richard Barnes, D.D., who 
succeeded James Pilkington in the see of Durham in 1577. 
Leonard's will is dated 16th November, 1598. Jane, his widow, 
whose maiden name was Dillycotes (a French woman), was 
buried 20th June, 1605. Alice, his eldest daughter, married 
Francis Laycock, and her brother Barnabas dying without issue, 
the estate descended to Barnabas Laycock, son and heir of Alice, 
who, 21 Jac. I. (1623), took lands in Whitburn, by copy of Court 
Roll, as heir of Barnabas Pilkington. (Surtees' Durham, vol i., 
p. lxxviii.) 

John Pilkington, the next brother, was the bishop's chaplain, 
and a Prebendary of the Cathedral. He had been educated at 
St. John's College, Cambridge, and afterwards elected a Fellow of 
Pembroke HalL He was ordained priest by Grindal, in London, 
28th January, 1559, and held the Prebend of Maplesbury in St 
Paul's Cathedral till he removed to Durham in 156a In 1563, 
the Archdeaconry of Durham having become vacant by the 
resignation of John Ebden, D.D., he was collated to it by the 
bishop. The Rectory of Easington was usually annexed to the 
Archdeaconry of Durham. John Pilkington retained both these 
preferments till his death, which is variously dated. Anthony 
Wood says he died 18th September, 1581, and was buried in 
Durham Cathedral (Bishop Carletons' Life of Gilpin, p. 116) ; 
while the family pedigree dates the Probate of his will 8th 
August, 1603. He left issue. 

Lawrence Pilkington, the youngest brother, who took his name 
from a brother of his mother, had likewise been educated at St. 
John's College, Cambridge, and about 1563 settled in the diocese 
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of Durham. On 8th June, 1565, he was collated by the bishop 
to the Vicarage of Norham, then vacant by the death of Robert 
Sebleye, the vicar. Lawrence Pilkington did not, however, re- 
tain this preferment long; for in March, 1569, he resigned it, 
probably under so good a patron as the bishop, for the more 
lucrative rectory of Kimbleworth or Kennesworth, with the 
united curacy of Whitton Gilbert, Co. Durham. He died at 
the latter place 2nd March, 1582.* 



The Pilkington Picture. 

The quaint little church at Rivington contains a painting which 
has been engraved for the present work. The picture contains 
fourteen figures all kneeling ; the father at one side of a litany 
stool or low desk with an open book before him, and behind him 
seven sons in the order of primogeniture, the third in his rochet 
and gown as Bishop of Durham. On the opposite side of the 
desk is the mother, and behind her five daughters in the same 
order and position. Above the table is suspended from a pillar 
the family shield emblazoned — argent, a cross patonce, voided 
gules; a crescent azure on dexter chief; crest, on a helmet, a 
mower with his scythe, proper, habited quarterly argent and gules. 
On each side of the shield is a compartment or tablet, containing 
the following inscriptions in black letter, rubricated. On the right : 

"Richard 'Pilklgton', qui teplu hoc condidit, hie sepeliebatur 
ano Domini 1551, et Maii 24, tunc dnica trinitatis, ac aetatis 
suae 65 ; bonae memoriae vir." 

(Richard Pilkington, who built this church, was buried here in 

* A notice of another clerical Pilkington may be added here : "Of this family also 
was Dr. Richard Pilkington, archdeacon of Leicester, and rector of Hambleton, in 
Bucks, where he died, and was buried September 1 63 1. At the time of his funeral so 
dreadful a storm of wind, thunder, and lightning happened that the neighbours were 
forced to convey the corpse to the grave by lights at four in the afternoon. This occur- 
rence caused the papists (against whom the doctor had preached and written) to spread 
several odd reports about him. (Watson's AfSS., quoted by Gregson, n.e., p. 265.) 
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the year of our Lord 1551 and the 24th of May, then Trinity 
Sunday, and the 65th year of his age ; a man of good memory.) 
On the left : 

"Alicia Asshawe, ei* vxor 12 liberos ei peperit, e quib'tres 
cScionatores, sut, et Catabrigien, e collegio S. Johanis, ac ea 
octogenaria." rt ffathers teache y° r childre nurtur and learnlg 
of the lord." 

(Alice Asshawe, his wife, bore him 12 children, of whom three 
were preachers, and of St John's College, Cambridge. She 
lived 80 years.) 

From the other pillar are also suspended the arms of the see 
of Durham, empaling those of the bishop as above, with the 
addition granted in 155 1, viz., on a chief vert, three suns or. For 
crest a bishop robed in the act of preaching. On each side of 
these are also compartments, with the following inscriptions. 
On the right : 

" Jacobus illorum filius creat' Episco' Dunolme, 2 Martii, ana 
1560, et aetatis suae 42, hanc Schola aperiut ano 1566, et teplu." 
" Childre obey y° r parets in the lord." 

(James, their son, became Bishop of Durham on the 20th March, 
in the year 1560, and the 42nd of his age. He opened this 
school and church in the year 1566.) On the left : 

" Let y° r lyght shine so before men y* they may see yo r good 
works & praise yo r father in heaven. Lord save vs, we perish. 
Lord encrease our faith." 

Behind the mother and daughters are the arms of the Bishop, 
impaled with those of Kingsmill, his wife, and emblazoned thus : 
" Party per pale, baron and femme, two coats — 1st, argent, a 
cross patonce, voided gules ; a chief vert, three suns or, for Bishop 
Pilkington : 2nd, argent, sem£e of cross-crosslets fitch^e sable, 
a chevron ermines^ between three mill-rinds of the second ; a chief 
ermine, for Kingsmill." On each side of these are also compart- 
ments, containing the following texts. On the right : 

"Thus shall the ma be blessed y* fears y* lord* Be trustie 
vnto death, and I will give thee life to come." On the left : 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Pilkington Picture, lxiii 

" Quod Deus coniunxit homo no separet." (What God hath 
joined let not man separate.) " Come Lord Jesus come quicklie." 
On the top of the painting is the motto in large letters : 
" Vivit post funera virtus." (Virtue lives after death.) 
It has been suggested that some entries in the accounts of the 
governors of Rivington School for 1708, recording the payment 
of 5 s. "for repairing the old church peece," and of 6/. lew. to Mr. 
Hide "for the new church peece," refer to this picture. Some 
years ago the picture in the church was destroyed by fire, but 
very fortunately a copy of it had been executed about 1821, 
in which the peculiarities of the original were scrupulously re- 
tained. From this picture (the property of William Ormerod 
Pilkington, esq., of the Willows, Preston) two copies have since 
been made ; one of which was placed over the rood screen in the 
church, and the other, executed by Mr. J. D. Wingfield in June 
1864, is the property of William Pilkington, esq., of Roby Hall, 
Liverpool, lord of the manor of Sutton. 

The frontispiece is taken from a photograph of the last named 
copy. 

[[We will conclude these miscellaneous notes with two anec- 
dotes relating to modern times. 

Catharine, wife of Joseph Brandreth, of Liverpool, M.D., and 
daughter of John Pilkington, who married Catharine Shaw, 
remembered hearing her mother say that she went on horseback 
behind Robert Taylor, of Bolton, esq., and was married at the 
Horwich Chapel, to John Pilkington, of Bolton, eldest son of 
Joseph Pilkington, the 30th January, 175 1 (O.S.), and .that they 
did not recollect it was the " anniversary of the martyrdom of 
King Charles I. until the vicar of Bolton Church refused to let 
the bells be rung on that account." 

The Rev. Thomas Barnes, D.D., of Manchester, by his will 
dated 15th of April, 18 10, says: "And I do hereby most 
solemnly and strictly charge my executors hereinafter to be 
named, that they do as soon as may be after my death, burn 
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and entirely destory all my MS. papers in shorthand, and 
particularly my diaries contained in the lowest drawers but two 
in my study at Manchester. I insist and peremptorily order 
that no person be allowed to inspect a single line of them ; but 
that they be all immediately committed to the flames and 
utterly consumed. Probably no person could read my sermons 
but James Barrow : he may have half a dozen of them as a 
token of remembrance. I wish the rest to be burnt." The 
executors named were : Zachariah Barnes, his brother, and 
Joseph Pilkington, his wife's nephew. 

Mr. Joseph Pilkington, who was brought up and educated by 
Dr. Barnes, often wondered why his uncle would not allow him 
to learn shorthand, but when he came to read the will he com- 
prehended the reason — that he might not be tempted to decy- 
pher any of those private papers which occupied a considerable 
time in burning.]] 



The Arms of the Various Pilkingtons. 

Pilkington of Rivington, in the county of Lancaster. — Arms: 
Argent, a cross patonce, voided gules. Crest: A mower proper. 
Motto : " Now thus ! now thus ! " 

Pilkington of Chevet Hall, in the county of York, bart. — 
Argent, a cross patonce, voided gules. Crest: A husbandman 
mowing with a scythe proper. Motto : As above. 

Pilkington of Tore, in the county of Westmeath (derived from 
Leonard Pilkington, D.D.). — Argent, a cross patonce, voided 
gules. Crest: A mower habited proper. Mottoes: "Now thus! 
now thus I" (over the crest); (under the shield) "Pylkyngton 
Poiledoune, the master mowes the meadows." 

Pilkington of Park Lane House, near Doncaster, in the county 
of York. — Arms, &c, as Pilkington of Chevet 

Pilkington of Stanton, in the county of Derby (by visitation of 
1611). — The same arms. 
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Pilkington of Durham ; of Lancashire ; and of Worthington, 
in the county of Lancaster. — Argent, a cross botoun^e, voided 
gules. Crest \ A mower with his scythe, proper, habited quarterly 
argent and gules. 

Pilkington of Lancshire, and Wastell and Pennyless-Pery, in 
the county of Northampton. — Argent, a cross flory, voided gules, 
a mullet for difference. Crest: As the last. 

Pilkington (granted to Bishop Pilkington, ioth February, 
1560). — Argent, a cross patonce, voided gules. On a chief vert 
three suns or. 

Pilkington. — Paly of six argent and gules ; on a bend sable, 
three mullets or. 

Pilkington. — Argent, a cross pattie (another, flory) voided 
sable. 

Pilkington (as borne by Rev. Charles Pilkington, of Stockton 
Rectory, in the county of Warwick). — Argent, a cross patonce* 
voided gules. On a mullet sable, a crescent of the field for 
difference, in the dexter corner. Crest : A husbandman affronUe 
habited sable holding in his hands a scythe proper, charged on 
the breast with a mullet and crescent as in the arms, the mullet 
be sable only. Motto : " Now thus I now thus I " 

Pilkington of Lancashire (as borne by J no. Pilkington, of 
Bolton, esq.). — Argent, a cross patonce, voided gules, quartering 
argent, a chevron between three lozenges ermine. Crest : A 
mower with his scythe proper, the pole or, habited quarterly, 
gules and argent ; his cap per pale of the last and third. 
Motto : li Now thus ! now thus !" 
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APPENDIX A. 



Remarks on the Pedigree of the Pilkington of Pilkington, 

slunving the descent of the main line. 

By William Langton,- Esq. 

IN reference to the tradition of a Pilkington taking part in 
the battle of Hastings, it may be remarked that very few 
legends possess any historical value, and those which affect to 
date back to the Norman invasion are utterly unworthy of cre- 
dence. Authentic heraldry is rarely traceable to an earlier period 
than the thirteenth century. The use of crests does not appear 
to have been universal amongst those who bore good coat armour ; 
witness the numerous later granb, as well as the inventions of 
Randal Holme, for many of the Cheshire gentry. 

The earliest Pilkington seal I have met with is that of Sir 
Roger de Pilkington, 31 Edward I. (Chetham Deeds) The shield 
is surmounted by a squirrel on a tree branch, while its point rests 
upon a hare. The charge is the well-known cross patonce voided. 
Several seals of the date of Henry VI. to deeds of John Pilking- 
ton occur amongst the Trafford deeds, and carry the crest alone ; 
a mower, wearing a broad hat, standing on a helmet 

A motto appropriate to the figure has been recorded as u Pate 
dawn the master mows the meadow." That of " Now tliu£ % fits 
the Trafford crest of a thresher much better than it does the 
mower. 

I have met with no early example of the Trafford crest, but I 
have found the griffin sergeant as their coat of arms on a seal of 
Sir Edmund de Trafford in 1426. A still earlier seal, that of Sir 
Henry de Trafforthe, 1373, bears a different coat, viz: Three 
bendlets within a bordure. These -were evidently what are called 
arms of affection, being an adaptation from the coat of Grelle, 

F 
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Barons of Manchester, under whom the Traffords held their 
estate in Lancashire. 

The manor of Pilkington was also held under the Barons of 
Manchester. It was forfeited after the battle of Bosworth field, 
being conferred on the Earl of Derby along with the other estates 
in Lancashire of Sir Thomas Pilkington, viz : Bury, Cheetham, 
&c. 

He was not beheaded as some have stated, and he retained 
the settled estates which had come to the Pilkingtons through 
the heiress of Verdon. He fell later on at the battle of Stoke in 
1487. This caused another attainder, and an attempt further to 
endow the family t>f Stanley ; but the estates being in settlement, 
it was not successful. The son retained them, but, leaving 
daughters only, with him the direct male representation of the 
family ceased. 

Not only was the Lancashire line attached to the house of 
York; their distant kindred, whose line must have branched 
off before the alliance with the heiress of Verdon, were endowed 
by Edward IV. with forfeited estates in Yorkshire. 

Sir John Pilkington, who founded a chantry in the parish church 
of Wakefield, where his arms appeared the same as those of the 
Lancashire Pilkingtons, but with the difference of an annulet in 
the dexter chief point, had been esquire to the body to king 
Edward IV. His heir by Jane, coheiress of Balderstone, died 
young without issue and a base son, who, succeeding to his pur- 
chased estate of Bradley, was the founder of the line of the pre- 
sent baronets of Chevet. The estates granted to Sir John re- 
verted to the crown. 

Sir Charles, the brother of Sir John, had legitimate issue an 
only daughter, who brought the estate of Gaitford, county of 
Nottingham, in marriage to the Towneleys of Towneley. 

The Pilkingtons of Rivington were an early offshoot from the 
main line before the alliance with the heiress of Verdon, and 
bore in their arms a crescent -for difference. They gave to the 
see of Durham its first Protestant bishop, who had grant of an 
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augmentation to the original coat of arms, viz : a chief vert 
charged with three suns. 

The estate of Rivington was sold early in the seventeenth 
century. 

The descent of the main line of Pilkington was as follows : 

Sir Alexander, who died before 1301, leaving a widow Alice, 
was succeeded by his son Sir Roger, who by his marriage with 
Alice, sister and heiress of Henry de Bury, had a son Sir Roger, 
and Robert of Rivington, and died before 1347. 

The second Sir Roger died in 1407 and was succeeded by his 
son Sir John, who married Margaret, heiress of Sir John de Ver- 
don, widow of Hugh de Bradshaw. They had issue John, 
Edmund, and Robert. This last had a son John named in the 
entails, whom Mr. Harland mistook for Sir John the founder of 
the chantry at Wakefield Edmund left no issue. Sir John, the 
elder brother, who succeeded to the estate in 142 1, was twice 
married. By his first wife, Margaret, he had a son John, who 
was married to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Edmund Trafford, but 
died s.p. in 145 1. 

He was succeeded by his nephew Sir Thomas, who was the 
son of Edmund, son of the second John by his second wife 
Katharine, sister of John de Ashton, which Edmund had a 
younger brother Arthur named in the entails. 

Sir Thomas married, in 1442, his kinswoman Margaret, daughter 
of Sir Richard Harrington ; was Sheriff of Lancashire at various 
times between 1463 and 1482 ; fought on the losing side at Bos- 
worth, and again at Stoke, where he fell in 1487. 

His son- Sir Roger succeeded only to the Verdon estates, 
those in Lancashire having been forfeited ; and marrying Alice, 
daughter of Sir John Savage, died before 1539 (according to . 
Vincent in 1502), having had issue six daughters, viz : Margaret 
wife of Thomas Pudsey, Katharine wife of John Arderne, 
Alice wife of Edward Saltmarsh, Elizabeth wife of Thomas 
Huntley, Margery wife of Henry Pudsey, and Joan wife of John 
Daniel of Daresbury. 
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Appendix A. 



A° 10 Ducatus 

Sept. 22. 

34 Edw. III., 

1360. 

Action 4 & 5 
Ducatus A.D. 
1355. 



Alleged tres- 
pass 20 Edw. 
"I. 1347. 



Fine levied 
6 Edw. II. 
1313. 



The following extracts from the public records are given in 
verification of the statements in the foregoing pedigree. Most of 
them refer*to the Verdon inheritance. The descent of the Lan- 
cashire property from Roger de Pilkington to his son John occurs 
9 Hen IV., and again in livery, 9 Hen. V., from John de Pilking- 
ton to his son John. 

The extract from the rolls of parliament shows the paternity 
of Sir Thomas Pilkington, who forfeited the estates. 

Exemplification of the tenor of the Record and process of a Plea before 
the Justices at Lancaster in the 4 and 5 year of the " Ducatus" 
(a.d. 1355) made at the request of Alice Widow of Roger de Pilk- 
ington and Roger son of Roger de Pilkitigton 22 Sept A° 10 Duca- 
tus (a.d. 1360). This shews that Alice, Roger's widow, was the 
sister of Henry de Bury, and that she was entitled to the m y r of 
Bury in remainder (under an entail created by a fine in 6 Edw. IL, 
I 3 I 3) tfttr the deaths of Margery, daughter of Richard de Rode- 
clif, and Henry de Bury, brotlier of the said Alice, 

Ann: 4 — n° Ducatus (A° Edws. III. a.d. .) 

P R0P0 de 1 Hem 5 dux 1c omnibj ad quos T;c saltm Inspexim 9 
Pylkyngton >tenorem recordi T; pcessus &c. in hec vba. jf. Ptita 
chiualer. ) a pud Preston coram J. de Seton T; soc suis justic 
dni ducis Lancastr die M 9 cu? px post fm Sci Mathie Apti anno 
ducatus Lane quarto incipiente quinto** Alicia que fuit uxor 
Ro§i de Pilkyngton 1 Ro§s fit Ro§i de Pilkyngton attach fuer 
p billam ad respondend Hen? de Bury de ptito Insgr Et vnde 
idm Henf queriV qd $dci Alic T; Ro£s siml cum Johe de Levere 
die Lune in vigilia Epiphie diii anno regni dni Reg nunc vicesimo 
vi T; armis &c. Et de hoc pon se sup priam Et pdcus Hen? 
simitr Et quoad &c. dicit qd alias in cur dni E. Regis pris dni 
regis nuc coram Wilto de Bereford ^t soc suis tunc justic ipius 
pris reg nunc apud Westm in cstino Sci Johis Baptiste anno 
regni sui sexto levavit quidm finis int Henr de Bury que? T; 
Galf?im fil Rofei de Bury deforc de maSio de Bury cum ptiii &c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Appendix A. 43 

p quern fin§ pdcus Henr cogn pdcm mafiium cum ptin 1 aduoc 
pdcam Esse ius ipius Galfri vt ilia que idem Galfrs buit de dono 
ipius Henf Et p ilia recogn idm Galfrs concessit pdco Henr 
mafiium pdcm Et illud ei reddidit 1c Hendj 1 tenend} ad totam 
vitam ipius Henr Ita qd post mortem eiusdm Henr mafiium 
pdcm cum ptin remaneret Margerie fil Rici de Radeclif Hendj 
T; tenend} ad totam vitam ipius Margerie Ita qd post decessum 
ipius Margie mafiium pdem remaneret Henr de Bury \ heredibj 
de corpe suo exeuntib} Et si idm Henr obierit sine hede de 
corpe suo exeunte tunc post decessu ipius Henr pdcm mafiium 
cum ptin integre remaneret Alic sorori ipius Henr 1 her de corpe End of fine 
suo exeunt! Qui quidm Henr cui pdcs Galfrs concessit mafiium rL rt y to the 
pdcm ad ?minu vite ^tc obiit seisitus de eodm mafiio post eju3 ^^f ies 
morte intrauit pdca Mar^ia pdcm mafiium talliatu fuit p vita sua Margery being 
et pdcus Henr cui pdcm mafiium talliatu fuit in feodo talliato Henry next in 
post decessu ipius Mar^i obiit sine hede de corpe suo ^tc viuente diesdurir^ life 
ipa Mar^ia Et dicit qd eadm Mar^ia que nullu statu inde huit of Marg^y* 
nisi solomodo tminu vite in forma pdca mafiiu illud alienauit in Margery hav* 
feodo pdco Henf qui nunc querit ^c Et pdca Alicia intendens alienates in fee 
^t pcipiens alienacoem illam fcam in feodo fore ad Exheredacoem Jtord^nryde 
suam intrauit sup ipm Henr Et pdcus RoPus in auxilio cu ipa Bury) to the 

disherison of 

Alic ad manutenend ingfm ipius Alic in iure eiusdm Alic Et Alice, sister of 
dicqdbladaftlca&c. ^ H^elury 

16 dies dat** est &c. et jur qui dicunt sup sacrm suu qd pdci j? th i re ? ai ?J 
Alic Tt Ro§s fil Ro^i quoad &c. sunt culpabiles ad dampna &c. of Margery 

Nos autem tenorem deco^ recordi 1 pcessus ad requisicoem Henry seve- 
Alic % Ro^i tenore psenciu duxirn* exemplificanfj In cui* 1 rei H^e^p&ed at 
testimon has lfas 1c T. me ipo apud Preston xxij die Septembr request of 

^ Alice, widow 

a ^c decimo. (Duchy of Lanc r records, Chancery rolls A 3*, of Roger de 
No. 69 a tergo, class xxv.) [See Deputy Keeper's reports, 32 nd a nd Roger'son 
report, appendix, p. 348.] ffipb. 
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[ Writ of D. cL ext: after the death of Hugh de Bradshagh, 20 August 
1383, and Writ of Assignment of dower out of the lands of Hugh de 
Bradshagh, whose widow Margaret was then married to/bhn 9 son 
of Roger de Piikington, chrvaler. 27 August 1383.] 

51 Edw. Ill to 12 Bic. II (1377-1389.) 

a.d. 1383, IJL 1 dux. ditco sibi Robto de Urswyk escaetori suo in com 

20 August. L an g sa i m Quia Hugo de Bradshagh qui de nob tenuit in capite 

diem clausit extremu vt accepim** tibi pcipim 9 &c. 

T. flt. 1 duce apud Lancasir xx die Augusti. 

27 August ^ , . ^ ) ft. ^ dux dilco sibi Roberto de Urswyk 

1383. De dote assignand. \ . J 

* * ) escaetori suo in com Lancastr saltm Cum 

p finem viginti marcuf que Johes fit Rogi de Pilkyngton chiualer 

fecit nobiscum pdonafiim 9 transgressionem qua fecit ducendo in 

uxem Margaretam que fuit ux Hugonis de Bradshagh defuncti 

qui de nob tenuit in capite ^ eidm Margarete transgressionem 

quam fecit maritando se pfato Jobi licencia nra sup hoc non 

obtenta Nolentes qd iidm Jobes 1 Margareta occone trnsgress- 

ione pdcarf p nos seu ministros nfos quoscunque occonent r mo- 

lestent r in aliquo seu g*vent r sicut constat nobis p inspeccoem 

rotulorf cancellarie nre tibi pcipim 9 qd eisdm Jobi T; Margarete 

rSnabile dotem ipius Margarete ipam de omnibu} ?ris T; ten que 

pdcus Hugo q°ndam vir suus tenuit in dnico suo vt de feodo in 

ballia tua die quo obiit 1 que p mortem pdci Hugonis capt* fue- 

runt in manu nram 1 in manu nra sic existunt scflm legem 1 

consuetudine regni Angt contingentem p extentam inde fcam vt 

aliam si necesse fuit faciend assignari fac Et cum assignacoem 

illam sic fe2is nob sub sigillo tuo distincte 1 apte mittas vt earn 

in rotulis cancett nfe put moris est irrotulari faciam 9 T. ft. 1 

duce apud LancastV xxvij die Augusti (Duchy of Lanc r Records 

class xxv, roll A 6, Nos. 77, 78.) Anno septimo regalitatis. (See 

32nd report Deputy Keeper Public Records, appendix p. 356.) 
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[Fine levied of the M. of Stagnowe, in Hertfordshire, November, 1 Hen. 
IV., a.d. 1399. John son of Henry de Pilkington, pit., and John 
de Pilkington, chivaler, and Margaret his wife, deforciants, to hold 
to the said John and Margaret for their lives, remainder to Edmund 
son of t Vie same John and Margaret, for life of the said Edmund, 
ultimate remainder (1st) to the heirs of the body of Margaret, and 
then to her right heirs.] 



Hec est finalis concordia fca in cur dni Reg apud Westm in 1 Hen. IV. 
crastino Sci Martini anno regnorf Henrici reg Angt T ffranc i 3 ^) m 
primo coram Witto Thirnyng Johe Markham &c. justic &c. Inf 
Jofeem fil Henr de Pilkyngton quef et Jofeem de Pilkyngton 
chiualer 1 Margar uxem eius deforc de maflio de Stagnowe cum 
ptin vnde ptitum convencois sum fuit int? eor in eadm cur scitt qd 
$dci Jofees de Pilkyngton ^t Margar recogn pdem mafiium cum 
ptin esse jus ipius Jofeis fit Henr vt illud quod idem Jofees feet de 
dono pdcorf Jofeis de Pilkyngton 1 Margar Et p hac recogn 
fine ^t concord idm Johes fit Henr concessit pdcis Jofei de Pilkyng- 
ton *\ Margarete pdcm mafiium cum ptin T; illud eis reddidit in 
eadm cur HendT; tenend} eisdm Jofei de Pilkyngton ^t Margar de 
capit dnis feodi illius p svicia que ad pdcm mafiium ptin tota vita 
iporf Jofeis 1 Margar Et post decessum iporf Johis de Pilkyng- 
ton 1 Margar jpdcm mafiium cum ptin integre remanebit Edo fit Edmund Pilk- 
eodm Jofeis 1 Margar Tenend de capi? dnis feodi illius p Svicia jolm and*" ° 
que ad pdcm mafiium ptin tota vita ipius Edmundi Et post M* 1 ^^ 
decessu ipius Edi pdcm mafiium cum ptin integre remanebit her 
pd Margar de corpe suo pcrea? Tenend de capif dnis feodi illius 
p Svicia que ad jpdcm mafiium ptin imppm Et si nullus heres de 
corpe ipius Margarete fuit per tunc pdcm mafiium cum ptin 
integre remanebit rectis her ipius Margarete Tenend de capit 
dnis feodi illius p Svicia que ad pdcm mafiium ptin imppm. 
(Feet of Fines, Hertford, Hen. IV. (1-25) No. 6.) 
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Henry de PUkyngton =?= 



John son of Henry, 
plaintiff. 
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Sir John de Pilkington, ch r =f= Margaret =r= 

i Hen. IV., and his wife | 

Margaret, deforciants. The heirs of the 

body of Margaret, 
~ remainder to the 

right heirs of said 
Margaret. 



I 
Edmund P. 



8 Hen. IV. 
(3 February 
1407.) 



[Fine levied of the manor of Brikkelsworth, in the county of Northamp- 
ton and of the manor of Brusyngham, in the county of 'Norfolk, $rd 
February, 8 Hen. IV, 1407. Sir John Pilkington, knt., and Mar- 
garet his wife, plaintiffs, and Robert de Veer of Lobenham and John 
Welton, deforciants, to hold to the same John Pilkington and Mar- 
garet and the heirs male of the body of Margaret, remainder to the 
right heirs of said Margaret.] 

Hec est finalis concordia fca in cur dni Regis apud Westfii in 
crastino PurificaaSes be Marie anno regnorf Henr regis Angt T; 
ffranc octauo coram Witto Thirnyng li justic &c. In? Johem 
Pylkyngton militem ^ Margaretam uxem eius que? *\ Robtus 
Veer de Lobenham 1 Joliem Welton deforc de maflio de Brik- 
kelesworth cum ptin in com Norht Et de maflio de Brusyngham 
cum ptin in com Norlf vnde piitum in? convene sum fuit eos in 
eadm cur scitt qd pdei Jolies Pylkyngton T; Margareta recogii pdea 
maflia cum ptin esse ius ipius Johis Welton vt ilia que ijdm Jolies 
T. Robtus fcent de dono pdcoif Joliis Pylkyngton ^ Margarete Et 
p hac recogn fine 1 concordia ijdm Robtus ^ Jolies Welton con- 
cesserunt pdcis Johi Pylkyngton T; Margarete pdea maflia cum 
ptin Et ilia ei reddiderunt in eadm cur Hend T; tenend eisdm 
Johi Pylkyngton T; Margarete ^ her masculis ipius Margarete de 
corpe suo per de capif dnis feodi illius p Svicia que ad pdea ma- 
flia ptinent imppm Et si contingat qd eadm Margareta obierit 
sine her mascfo de corpe suo per tunc post decessum iporf Joliis 
Pylkyngton 1 Margarete pdea maflia cum ptin integre remane- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Appendix A. 47 

bunt rectis her ipius Margarete Tenendj de capi? dnis feodi illius 
p Svicia que ad j)dca maflia ptinent imppm. (Feet of Fines, Divers 
Counties (Northampton and Norfolk) Hen. IV. (101-150) No. 1 12.) 



[Livery of the lands of Roger de Pilkington in Lancashire to John dfi 
Pilkington, his son and heir. 12 August, 9 Hen. IV., 1408. // 
was found by inquisition that the said Roger de Pilkington died 
seized in his dem. as offee of the M. of Chetham, and of the M. of 
Pilkington, &*c. That he died on Sunday, 2nd January, 8 Hen. 
IV., a.d. 1407, and John de Pilkington was his son and heir, 34 
years old and more.] 

Hie incipit annus nonus. 

o , \ R escaetori suo in com Lane salEm cum p in- 9 Hen. IV. 

' ) quiS p te de mandato nro captam T; in cancellar ^IJ&j 18 ^ 5 * 
nra retornatam comptum sit qd Rogus de Pilkyngton fuit seisitus 
de maflio de Chetham cum ptin in dnico suo vt de feodo die quo 
obiit 1 illud tenuit de nob in capite vt de ducatu nf o Lancastr p 
Svicium decime ptis vnius feodi militf reddendo &c. Et qd idem 
Ro§us obiit seisitus de maflio de Pylkyngton in dnico suo vt de 
feodo 1 illud maflium tenuit de Thoma de la Ware clico barone 
de ManchesEr in capite p 3viciu militare et val3 p anii vlt* repriS 
quadraginta libr % qd idm Ro§us non buit nee tenuit aliqua alia 
maflia rras seu ten de nob nee aliq 9 alio infra com Lane qdq3 
idem Ro§s obiit die dnica px ante festum epbie dni anno regni 
nri octauo (Sunday 2 January 1497) 1 qd Jobes de Pilkyngton 
est fit 1 heres ppinquior ipius Ro£i 1 etatf triginta 1 quatuor 
anno ^ ampi Nos p finem triu solidoj 1 ,quatuor£ denario 
quam idem Jobes nob soluit in hanapio nro homag ipius Jobis 
nob de dco maflio de Chetham debit eidm J obi vsq3 ad fm sci 
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Martini px futur respectuaviin* \ fidellf ipius Jobis nob debit 
cepim 9 ^ se mafiiu illud cum ptifi reddidinP tibi pcipim^ qd 
capta securitate a pfato Jobe de ronabit retio suo nob p pdco 
maSio de Chetham solvendo Eiflm Jobi de dco mafiio de Che- 
tham cum ptifi &c plenam seisinam here fac saluo iure cuiusR 
T. flt 1c apd Lancastr xij die Augusti. (Duchy of Lanc r records, 
class xxv, A 7, No. 54) 



[Livery of the lands of John de Pilkington, Chiler., to his son and heir 
Sir John de Pilkington, Kt. 24 April, 9 Henry V., a.d. 142 i. 
// was found by inquisition that Sir John de Pilkington, Chr., died 
seized of the moiety of the manor of Bury, 6r*c, and {conjointly 
enfeoffed with Margaret his wife then surviving — to them and the 
heirs begotten between them) of the fourth part of the said manor by 
the gift of Sir Roger de P., Kt; and that the said Sir John de P. 
gave one other fourth part to Sir John de Pilkingtou, Kt., his son, 
and Margaret his wife then surviving and the heirs begotten between 
them. That the said Sir John de P. also died seized of the M. of 
Pilkington, and of the M. of Chetham, &*e. It was also found that 
Alexander de Pilkington held in his dem. as of fee 7 parts of the 
manor of Rouyngton of the said Sir John in socage on the day he 
died, Grc, 6r*c. That the said Sir John de P. died in March 8 
Henry V., 142 1, and that Sir John de P., son of the aforesaid John 
de P., Chivaler, was his son and next heir, 28 years old and more.] 

Sir John P., Chr. =?= Margaret. 

(son of Roger P. ), 

set. 34 in 1407, ad 

obit, patris. Died 

March 8 Hen. V., 

1421. 



John de P., = Margaret, 
son and heir, aetat 28. 
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Hie incipit annus nonus Henrici quinto. 

9 Hen. V. "} ^ e ^ r * s l* an * Pilkyngton R ditco sibi Rico Botiller 
24 April >escaetori suo in com Lane sattm Quia accepion** 
anno 142 1. ) p j n q U jg q ua m p te fieri fecim 9 qd Johes de Pilkyng- 
ton chivr obiit seisit 4 * in dnico suo ut de feodo de medietate 
mafiij de Bury cum ptin. cum aduoc ecctie de Bury et qd pdcus 
Johes obiit seisit* 1 coniunctim feoffat^ cum Margareta uxore sua 
ad hue supstite sibi, T hedib} iri? ipos legittime pcreatis de quarta 
pte mafiij pdei cum ptin. except advoc ecctie pdee ex dono 1 con- 
cession Ro£i de Pilkyngton militf ^ qd pdcus Johes in sua vita 
dedit T; concessit aliam quartam ptem mafiij pdei excep? aduo- 
cacoe ecctie pdee Johi de Pilkyngton militi fit suo 1 Margarete 
uxi eius adhuc supstiti 1 hedib3 int ipos legifie pcreatf Et qd 
dem mafiium integru teneat r de nob vt duce Lane in capite p 
servic &c. Et qd pdcus Johes de Pilkyngton chr obiit seisitus in 
dnico suo vt de fevdo de maflio de Pilkyngton cum ptin T; illud 
tenuit de Thoma la Warre clico vt de maflio suo de Mauncestre 
p quod serviciu juratores ignorant T qd dem mafiium de Pilkyng- 
ton valet &c. Et qd pdcus Johes obiit seisit** in dnico suo vt 
de feodo de maflio de Chetham cum ptin T; illud tenuit de nob 
Vt duce Lane in capitie p $vic &c. Et qd pdem maflium de 
Chetham cu ptin valet &c. Et qd Alex de Pilkyngton tenuit in 
dnico suo vt de feodo septem ptes mafiij de Rouyngton cum ptin 
de pdeo Johe de Pilkyngton die quo obiit in socagio p Sviciu quinq3 
solidorf &c. Et qd pdcus Johes de Pilkyngton tenuit pdcas 
septem partes vlt* de nob vt duce Lane in socagio t p sviciu 
quinq3 solidorf ad fm sci illictus annuatim psolvend p 0H3 sviciis 
de quib3 s9iciis p pdeim Alexandr solvend3 pdcus Johes de Pil- 
kyngton obiit seisit** in feodo simplici sibi 1 her suis Et qd Johes 
de Brokhold de Claghtoii tenuit in dnico suo vt de feodo mafiium 
de. Heton in Lonnesdale cu ptin de pdeo Johe de Pilkyngton die 
quo pdcus Johes de Pilkyngton obiit p sviciu militare et qd 
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$dcus Johes de Pilkyngton tenuit pdcm mafiium de Heton vlt* 
de nob vt duce Lane in capite &c. Et quod $dcus Johes de 
Pilkyngton non obiit seisitus de aliquib3 aliis teris seu ten in 
dnico suo vt de feodo inf* com Lane Et qd pdcus Johes de 
Pilkyngton obiit die dnica in Scda septimana quadragesime anno 
regni nri octauo (March 8 Hen. 5 142 1) Et qd pdcus Johes de 
Pylkyngton fil j)dci Johis de Pilkyngton chr est fil T; heres p 
pinquior pdei Johis de Pilkyngton chr T; etatf viginti % octo 
annorf ^t amplius Nos homagiu % fidelitate eiusdm Johis de 
Pilkyngton fit fil (sic) Johis vsq3 vsq3 (sic) ad ctum diem respect- 
uauim** T maflia aduocacoem medietatem T; septem ptes pdea cum 
ptin ei reddidim^ tibi pcipim) i qd capta securitate a pfato Johe fit 
Johis de jpdeis mafiijs advoc medietate 1 septem ptib3 pdces debito 
nob soluend eidm Johi fit Johis de pdcis mafliis & plenam seisinam 
sine dilone here fac Saluo uire T; al?u cuiuscunq3 T. Rj. apd 
Lancastr xxiiij die April anno 1c nono. (Duchy of Lanc r 
records, Class xxv. A 8, N° 100.) 



[Fine levied of the Manor of Briklesworth, in the County of Northamp- 
ton, and the Manor of Bresyngham, in the County of Norfolk, 
April 8 Henry VI., 1430. Between Ralph Birche, William 
Gannok Chaplain, and William Tay Hour, plaintiffs, and Margaret, 
widow of Sir John Pilkington, knt., Edmund Pilkington, Esq., 
and Robert Pilkington, Esq., deforciants, to hold to the same Edmund 
and Robert for the life of the said Margaret, and after her decease 
to John Pilkington, knt, son of the aforesaid Margaret, and the 
heirs male of his body; remainder to the said Edmund Pilkington, 
and the heirs male of his body; remainder to the said Robert 
Pilkington, and the heirs male of his body; remainder to Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir William Bradshagh, knt., and the heirs of her 
body ; ultimate remainder to the right heirs of the said Sir John 
Pilkington, knt.] 
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Fine. Divers Counties (Northampton and Norfolk). 

8 Hen. VI. "J **ec est finalis concordia fca in cur dni Regis apud 
April anno >Westm a die Pasche in tres septimanas anno 
I 43° J regnorf Henr regis Angt 1 Franc sexti a con- 

questu octauo coram Witto Babyngton &c. justic &c In? Radm 
Birche William Gannok capellanu 1 Wittm Tayllour que? et 
Margaretam que fuit ui Johis Pylkyngton militis Edmund Pyl- 
kyngton armi^um T; Rofctum Pylkyngton armi^um deforc de 
maflio de Briklesworth cum ptin in com Norht 1 de maflio de 
Bresyngham cum ptim in cou Norff vnde ptitum convencois sum 
fuit in? eos in eadm cur sciit qd pdcl Margareta Edus 1 Robt*' 
recogn pdca maflia oum ptin esse jus ipius Radi vt ilia que ijdm 
Radus Witts 1 Witts hent de dono pdcore Margarete Edi T; Rofcti 
T. ilia remiserunt T; quietum clam de ipsis Margareta Edo T; Rofcto 
1 her ipius Margarete pdcis Rado Witto 'I Witto 1 her ipius Radi 
imppm Et pterea eadm Margareta concessit p se 1 her suis qd 
ipi waran? pdcis Rado Witto T; Witto 1 her ipius Radi pdca maflia 
cum ptin cont* oes hoies imppm Et p hac recogn remissione 
quietclam war fine T; concordia ijdem Radus Witts 1 Witts con- 
cesserunt pdcis Edo 1 Rofcto pdca maflia cum ptin T; ilia eis 
reddiderunt in eadm cur Hend 1 tened eisdm Edo 1 Rofcto de 
capif dziis feodi illius p 3vicia que ad pdca maflia ptinent tota 
vita ipius Margarete Et post decessu ipius Margarete pdca 
maflia cum ptin integre remanebunt Johi Pylkyngton militi fit 
pdce Margarete ^t her masculis de corpore suo per Tenend de 
capi? dnis feodi illius p Svicia que ad p 9 dca maflia ptinent imppm 
Et si contingat qd idem Johes obierit sine her mascut de corpe 
suo per tunc post decessum ipius Johis p 9 dca maflia cum ptin 
integre remanebunt p 9 dco Edo Pylkyngton T; her masculis de 
corpe suo per Tenend de capit dnis &c. Et si contingat qd idem 
Edus obierit sine her mascui de corpe suo per tunc post decessum 
ipius Edi p 9 dca maflia cum ptin integre remanebunt pdo) Rofcto 
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Pilkyngton T; her masculis de corpore suo per Tenend de capiH 
dms &c. Et si contingat qd idem Rofetus obierit sine herede 
masculo de corpore suo per tunc post decessum ipius Roftti p 9 dca 
maflia cum ptin integre reman Elizabeth filie WirH Bradshawe 
militis T her de corpe suo per Tenend de capi? dms &c. Et si 
contingat qd eadm Elizabeth obierit sine hede de corpe suo per 
tunc post decessum ipius Elizabeth p 9 dca maSia cum ptin integre 
remanebunt rectis her pdei Johis Pilkyngton militis Tenend de 
capif dnis feodi illius p Svicia que ad p 9 dca mafiia ptinent imppm. 
Norht Norff 

(Feet of Fines — Divers Counties — Hen. VI., 5 1 to ioo, N° 99.) 



Fine levied of the Manor of Stagenho in the County of Herts., April 
8 Henry VI., 1430. Between Ralph Birche, William Gannok 
Chaplain, and William Tay lour, plaintiffs, and Margaret, widow 
of Sir John Pilkington, knt., Edmund Pilkington, Esq., and Robert 
Pilkington, Esq., deforciants, to hold to the aforesaid Edmund and 
the heirs male of his body; remainder to Elizabeth, daughter of 
William Bradshagh, knt., and the heirs of her body; ultimate 
remainder to Sir John de Pilkington, knt., son of the aforesaid 
Margaret and his heirs. 

Fine. Hertford. 
8 Henry VI. \ Hec est finalis concordia fca in cur dhi Regis 
A.D. 1430. J apud Westm a die Pasche in tres septimanas anno 
regnorum Henr regis Angt T; Franc sexti a conquestu octauo 
coram Wilto Babyngton Johe Martyn Johanne Juyn &c. justic 
&c. Int Radum Birche Wilfm Gannok capellanu 1 Wiltm 
Taylour que? T; Margaretam que fuit uxor Johis Pilkyngton 
militf Edm Pilkyngton armi^um T: Robtum Pilkyngton arm 
deforc de maSio de Stagenho cum ptin in com Hertf unde} 
ptitum convencois sura fuit in? eos in eadm cur Satt qd p 9 dci 
Margareta Edus 1 Robtus recogn p 9 dcm maSium cum ptin esse 
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jus ipius Radi vt illud quod iidem Radus Wilts % Wilts heut de 
dono p 9 dcor£ Margar Edi 1 Robti ^ illud remiserunt et quietclam 
de ipis Margareta Edo T. Rofcto ^t her ipius Margarete pdcis Rado 
Witto ^t Witto 1 her ipius Radi imppm Et pterea eadm Margareta 
concessit j> se ^ her suis qd ipi waranf pdcis Rado Wilto 1 Wilto 
T; her ipius Radi pdcm maSium cum ptin cont* oes holes imppm 
Et pro hac recogn remissione &c. ijdem Rad Wilis T; Wilts 
concesserunt $dco Edo pdcm mafiium cum ptin et illud ei reddider 
in eadm cur Hend 1 tenend eidm Edo 1 her masculis de corpe 
suo per de capi? dnis feodi illius p servicia que ad pdcm mafiium 
ptinent imppm Et si continget qd idem Edus obierit sine her 
masculo de corpore suo per tunc post decessum ipius Edi pdcm 
mafiium cum ptin integre remanebit Elizabeth filie Willi Brad- 
shawe militis % her de corpe suo per Tenend de capiti dnis &c. 
imppm Et si contingat qd eadm Elizabetha obierit sine hede de 
corpe suo per tunc post decessu ipius Eliz pdcm mafiium cum 
ptin integre remanebit Johi Pilkyngton mit fit pdee Margarete 
1 her suis Tenend &c. (Feet of Fines — Hertford — Hen. VI., 
26 to 50, No. 40.) 



Ralph Birch, ) ^Margaret, widow of=j= 

Wm. Gannok, \ Plaintiffs. Sir John Pilkington, 

Wm. Taylor, ) | knt. j_ 



Sir John Pilkington, •Edmund P., esq., *Robert P., esq., Sir Wm. Brad-=F 
knt., son of Mar- 1st remainder. of Edge. shaw, knt I 

garet, ultimate re- | 

mainder. | 

Elizabeth, remainder 
* Deforciants. after failure of heirs 

male. 



II 
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[Writ of D. cl. ext: (Lancashire) dated 28 Nov. 15 Henry VI, a.d. 
1436. 

Writ of D. d. ext: (Norff. and Suff.) dated 14 December 15 
Henry VI, A.D. 1436. Inquisition taken after the death of Mar- 
garet, widow of Sir John Pilkington, knt. (2\ February 15 
Hen, VI., i437yJ, at Diss, in Co, Norff. The jurors say that 
the aforesaid Margaret was sometime seized of the M. of Bresyng- 
ham, and that a fine was levied in April 8 Henry VI, &*c. 
(See copy of Fine. ) 
The Inquisition taken for the County of Suffolk (2$ February 15 
Henry VI, 1437 ), sets out a fine, levied 8 Henry VI, of the M. 
of Stanstede, &*c, in Co. Suff., between the same parties as in the 
fine of the M*s. of Bricklesworth and Bresyngham, in Cds. of 
Northton. and Norfolk; the limitations are not the same, viz., 
first, to Edmund P. for his life, then to Robert P. for his life, then 
to Sir John P., son of the aforesaid Margaret, and the heirs male 
of his body, then to the heirs male of the body of the said Edmund, 
then to the heirs male of the body of the said Robert, ultimate 
remainder to the right heirs of the said Sir John Pilkyngton, knt. 

The jurors find that the said Margaret died on the 28 April, 
1437, and that Elizabeth, wife of Sir Richard Haryngton, knt., 
and daur of Sir William Bradshagh, knt., son of the aforesaid 
Margaret, is her next heir, thirty years old or more.] 



15 Hen. VI., Diem clausit extremu Margarete} ** 1e es£ suo in co& La™ 
28 November, q ue f u it uX Jofcis de Pilkyngton Vsalfm Quia Margareta que fuit 

anno 143 . m ; Htf j ^ ^^ ^ pnkyngton miHte 

qui de nob tenuit in capite diem clausit extremum vt accepinf 
tibi pcipiin* &c. T. me ipo apd Lancastr xxviij die Novembf 
anno r n quinto decimo. (Duchy of Lane, records, class xxv., 
Y 1, No. 169.) 
15 Hen. VI., Henricus dei gra rex Angt &c. esc suo in com Norff 1 Suff 
a^noT^ 01 ' saltfii Q uia Mar g areta que fuit uxor Johis Pylkyngton milite qui 
&c. diem clausit extremu &c. T. R apd Westm xiiij die Decembr 
anno rn quinto decimo. 
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InquiS cap! apud Diss in com Norff die Jovis px ante fm Sci 
Petri in Cathedra anno if Henr sexti post conqm quinto decimo 
(February 2i rt 1437 — ) p sacrm Johis Hall &c. juf qui dicunt sup 
sacrm scffi qd Margareta que fuit uxor Johis Pylkyngton militf 
in dco bri spifica? non tenuit aliqua ?ras seu ten die quo obiit in 
dnico nee in Svico de dco dnd rege nee de aliquo alio set dicunt 
qd pdea Margareta quondam fuit seita de mafiio de Bresyngham 
cum ptin in cam pdeo Et qd quidm finis leuasset de mafiio pdeo 
1 de mafiio de Brykelesworth cum ptin in cofii Norht apud 
Westm a die Pasch in tres septimanas anno dm regf nunc octauo 
&c. In? Radm Byrche Wiflm Gannok T; Wittm Tayllour 
querent 1 pd Margaretam p nomen Margarete que fuit uxor 
Johis Pylkyngton militis Edm Pylkyngton armi^um 1 Rob?m 
Pylkyngton armi^um deforc virtute cujis finis &c. Et illud 
reddiderunt in eadm curia Hend T; tenend eisdm Edo T; 
Robto de capi? dnis feodi illius p 3uicia que ad pdem mafiium 
ptinent tota vita ipius Margarete Et post decessum ipius Mar- 
garete f)dcm mafiium cum ptin integre remanebit Johi Pylkyngton 
militi fit pdidi Margarete *\ her mascul de corpe suo per Tenend 
de capif dnis &c. Et si contingat qd idm Johes obierit sine hede 
masculo de corpe suo per tunc post decessum ipsius Johis $dcm 
mafiium cum ptin integre remanebit pdeo Edo Pylkyngton ^ her 
masculis de corpe suo per Tenend de capif dnis &c. Et si con- 
tingat qd idem Edus obierit sine hede mascut de corpe suo 
pcreato Tunc post decessum ipius Edi pdem mafiium cu ptin 
integre remanebit pdeo Robto Pylkyngton ^t her mascui de 
corpo suo per Tenend &c. Et si contingat qd idem Robtus 
obierit sine hede masculo de corpe suo per tunc post decessu ipius 
Robti pdem mafiium cu ptin integre remanebit Elizabeth fit 
Wiffi Bradshawe militf T; her de corpe suo per Tenend de 
capif dnis &c. Et si contingat qd Eadm Elizabeth obierit 
sine hede de corpe suo per tunc post decessum ipius Elizabeth 
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pdcm maflium integre remanebit rectis hedib} pdei Johis Pylk- 
yngton militf Tenend &c. 

Suff. jf — InquiS capif apud in com Suff die Lune prox 

post fin Sci Petri in Cathedra anno regni regis Henrici sexti post 
conqm quinto decimo (25 February 15 Hen. VI., 1437) coram &c 
p sacrm Witti Panell &c. jur qui dicunt sup sacrm sun qd Mar- 
gareta que fuit ux Johis Pylkyngton militf in bre spificata non 
tenuit aliqua rras &c. set dicunt qd pdca Margareta quondam fuit 
seisita de mafliis de Stanstede *\ Chateburgh cu ptiri in eod com 
Et qd quidm finis leuasset apud Westfii a die Pasche in tres 
septimanas anno dm Regis nunc octauo &c. [Between the same 
parties as in the preceding inquisition of the manor of Stan- 
stede.] Habend 1 tenend eidm Edo de capif dnis feodi illius p 
svicia que ad pdcm maflium ptinent tota vita ipius Edi et post 
decessu ipius Edi pdcm maflium cum ptin integ^re remanebit pdco 
Roftto Tenend &c. capif dnis feodi illius p Svicia que ad pd 
maflium ptinent tota vita ipius Robti Et post decessum ipius Rofeti 
pdcm maflium cum ptin integre remanebit Johi Pylkyngton militi 
fit pd Margarete 1 her masculis de corpe suo per Tenend de capif 
dnis feodi illius p Svicia que ad pel maflium ptinent imppm Et si 
contingat qd idem Johes obierit sine her masculo de corpe suo 
per tunc post decessum ipius Johis pdcm maflium cum ptin 
idtegre remanebit her masculis de corpe pdei Edi per Tenend de 
capif dnis &c. imppm Et si nullus heres masculus de corpe ipius 
Edi fuit per tunc pdcm maflium cum ptin integre remanebit her 
mascui de corpe pdei Rohti per Tenend de capif dnis &c. imppm 
Et si nullus heres masculus de corpe ipius Rohti fuit per tunc 
pdcm maflium cum ptin integre remanebit rectis heredib} pdei 
Johis Pylkyngton militis Tenend de capif dnis feodi illius p svicia 
que ad pdcm maflium ptin imppm. 

[The inquisition further sets out a fine between the same 
parties, of the manor of Cheteburgh, to hold to Robert Pilkington 
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and the heirs male^of his body, with remainder to Elizabeth, 
daughter of William Bradshawe, knt, and the heirs of her body. ; 
remainder to John Pilkington, knt., son of the aforesaid Margaret 
and his heirs. The finding of the heir is the same as in the 
preceding inquisition.] (Inq. p. m. 15 Hen. VI., No. 61.) 

[The writ addressed to the escheator in the county of North- 
ampton is dated, T 9 me ipo apud Westm viiij die Decembf anno 
rn quinto decimo.] 

Inquisico capta apud Norhampton die Lune px post octab sci 
Hillaf anno regni Henrici regis post conqm quinto decimo 
(1437) & c - P sacrm &c. Qui dicunt sup eo sacrm qd Margareta 
in d8> bri noiat non tenuit aliqua tras seu ten in dnico nee in 
9vicio &c. sed dicunt qd eactm Margareta simi cum Edo Pilk- 
yngton armi^o nup fuit seita de mafiio de Briklesworth cum 
ptin in com j)dco &c. et sic inde seita ijdem Margareta ^ Edus 
p quandam carta sua irrotulatam in banco rotulo scitt de cartis 
1 p.tecS>ib3 de T^mio sci Michis anno regni pdci dm Regis nunc 
undecimo jura! pdcis in evidenciam ostenS cuias da? est apud 
Brikklesworth pdcam sexto die ffebr anno regni eiusdm dm regis 
nunc octauo int alia pdea mafiia &c. in com pdeo dederunt coh- 
cesserunt 1 p eandm cartam confirmaverunt Rado Birche &c. 
[The fine already transcribed is set out in this Inquisition. The 
finding of the heir as in the preceding inquisitions.] (Inq. p. m. 
IS Ken. VI., No. 61.) 

Qui quidm finis jur pd sup inquiS pdicl fuit ostens virtute cuius 
finis &c. 

Et dicunt qd dicta Margareta obiit in vigilia see Katerine 
virginis vltimo j$ito Et dicunt qd Elizabeth ux Rici Haryngton 
militf ^ filia Witti Bradshawe militf est heres eius ppinquior 
videit filia pdci Witti Bradshawe filij ^dce Margarete 1 etate 
trignita annorf 1 amplius In cuius &c. (Inq. p. m. 15 Hen. VI., 
No. 61.) 
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Surrey. 

Et dicunt qd dicta Margareta obiit in vigilia see Katine virginis 
vltio pxito Et dicunt qd Elizabeth fit Witti Bradshawe militf 1 
ux Rici Haryngton militf est heres eius ppinquior vidett filia 
Witti Bradshawe filie jpdee Margarete et etate triginta annd 1 
amplius in cuius &c. 

Northampton. 

Similar finding as in the previous county. 



[Inquisition taken at Brykelesworth in Co. Northton, on Monday ', 3 May 
29 Henry VI, 1451, after the death of Sir John PUkyngton, knt., 
the jurors find that the said Sir John P. died on 23 February 
29 Henry VI, A.D. 145 1, and that Thomas PUkington, son of 
Edmund PUkington, Esq., was the next heir of the said Sir John 
PUkington, 2 1 years old and more.] 

N.B. — This must have been Thomas, the son of Edmund, son of 
Catharine, sister of John Assheton. (See Parliament Roll, vol. vi. 
p. ZS a -) This Thomas was sheriff of Lancashire and was 
attainted in Parliament x Henry VII (Parliament Poll, vol. vi. 
p. 276J 

4 March Henricus dei grS Rex Angi &c Quia Johes Pylkyngton qui 

annoHSi. ' de nob tenuit in capite diem clausit extremum ut accepimus tibi 
precipim 9 &c. T 9 me ipo apud Westm quarto die Marcij anno 
r n vicesimo nono. 

InquiS cap? apud Brykelesworth in com Norhampton die Lune 
in festo Inuencois see Crucis anno regni regis Henrici sexti post 
conquests vicesimo nono (Monday, 4 May, 145 1) coram Wifto 
Leeke armi^o Esc dni regf in com pdeo &c. p sacrm Johis Shelton 
de Sprotton &c. jur Qui dicunt sup sacrm suum qd Johes Pylk- 
yngton miles in die? bri dni Regis noia? 1 huic inquiS consue? 
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nulla tenuit terr seu ten in dnico nee in Svico die quo obiit de dno 
rege in capite nee de aliquib} alijs in com Norhampton pdic? et 
vl?ius dci jur die qd Thomas Pylkyngton filius Edi Pylkyngton 
armi^i defuncf est heres ppinquior dci Johis Pylkyngton Et est 
etatf vigniti vnius annorf ^ amplius Et die dci juf qd jpdeus 
Jofees Pylkyngton obiit in vigilia ScT Mathie Apti vltimo fJterit 
(23 February 29 Henry VI., 1451) In cujus rei testimonium &c. 
(Inq. p. m. 29 Hen. VI., No. 42.) 



[Fine levied in September 39 Hen. VI. , a.d. 1460, of the manors of 
Bresyngham, in Co. Norfi, Stansted, in Co. Suff, Clypston and 
lands, Grc, in Clypston and Kaylmerssh, in Co. /Vbrthton, and 
Stagenho, and Co. Herts; between Sir William Harrington, knt., 
and Elizabeth, his wife, Thomas Pilkington, esq., and Margaret, 
his wife, and Arthur Pilkington, deforciants; and Ralph Ltver 
and Nicholas Nabb, Clerk, plaintiffs; to hold first, to the same 
Tfwmas Pilkington, and the heirs male of his body; second, then to 
Roger P., brother of said Thomas, and the heirs male of his body; 
third, then to Edmund, brother of said Thomas and Roger, and the 
heirs male of his body; fourth, then to said Arthur Pilkington, and 
the heirs male of his body; fifth, then to said William Harrington, 
and the heirs of his body; sixth, ultimate remainder, to John 
Pilkington, son of Robert Pilkiugton, esq., and his heirs.] 

Fine — Divers Counties 39 Henry VI. 

Ralph Lever, ) Sir William Harrington, knt, and J 

and [ Plaintiffs. Elizabeth, his wife, Thomas Pilk- f D e f orc i ants 

Nicholas Nabb, ) ington, esq., and Margaret, his wife, I 

and Arthur Pilkington, ) 

•j* j an. r> j*vi.- in (Query, if these three brothers were 

remainder to said Thomas P. and the heirs male) ^ the sonsof Edmund Pilkington, 

°J hl . s J t° 1 dy; fallmg W ^ lch t?.?* *^ E" brotherf sec0 ndsonof Sir John P., whodied 

ofsaid Thomas, &c; then to Edmund P., brother ( after , 430 — See Inq p m. 29 

of Thomas and Roger, &c; J Hen vi.,*No. 42.) 

then to said Arthur P. (Query, who was he); 

then to said Sir William Harrington and the heirs of his body (Query, son of Sir 
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Richard Harrington, husband of Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William Bradshaw, son of 
Hugh Bradshaw and his wife, Margaret, afterwards wife of Sir John Pilkington. — See 
Inq. p. m. 15 Henry VI., No. 61); then to John Pilkington, son of Robert Pilkington, 
esq., and his heirs. 

Fine — Divers Counties, September 39 Henry VI., A.D. 1463. 

Hec est finalis concordia fca in cur dxii Regis apud Westm a 
die ScT Michis in tres septimanas anno regnorf Henrici R. Angt 
*\ Franc sexti a conquestu tricesimo nono |coram Johe Prysot &c. 
diii regis fidelib3 tunc ibi present^ Inr Radm Lever 1 Nichus 
Nabbe cticum que? 1 WUhn Harrington militem 'I Elizabeth 
uxem eius Thomam Pilkyngton armig^im 1 Margaretam uxem 
eius ^ Arthurum Pylkyngton deforc de mafiio de Bresyngham 
cum ptin 1 de viginti mesuagiis sexcentis acris terre quadraginta 
acris p?i quinquaginta acris bosci 1 sex libratis redditus cum ptin 
in Bresyngham *\ de advocacoe ecclie euisdm mafiij in com Norff 
Et de mafiio de Stansted cum ptin 1 de decern mesuagiis 
ducentis acris rre quadraginta acris prati centum acris bosci 1 
octo libratis redditus cum ptin in Stansted in com Suff Et de 
mafiio de Clypston cum ptiii ac de viginti mesuagiis trescentis 
acris tre quadraginta acris prati sexaginta acris pasture decern 
acris bosci 1 sex libratis redditus cum ptin in Clypston 1 
Kaylmersssh ^ de aduocacoib3 ecctie de Clypston ^ Cantarie be 
Marie in eadm ecctia de Clypston in coin Norht Et de mafiio de 
Stagenho cum ptin ^ de centum acris ?re viginti acris pati viginti 
acris bosci 1 quadraginta solidatis redditus cum ptiii in Stagenho 
in com Hertf vnde ptitum convencois sum fuit in? eos in eadm cur 
scit qd pdci Willo ^ Elizabeth Thomas 1 Margareta 1 Arthurus 
recogn pdca mafiia 1 ten cum ptin *\ aduocacoes pdcas esse ius 
ipius Nichi vt ilia que ijdem Nichus 1 Radus hent de dono jpdcorf 
Willi 1 Elizabeth Thome T MargareteT Arthuri Et ilia remiserunt 
*\ quietclam de ipis Wifto 1 Elizabeth Thoma T. Margareta 1 
T; Arthuro *\ her ipius Eliz pdcis Rado T; Nicho 1 her ipius Nichi 
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imppm Et pterea iidem Wilis 1 Elizabeth Thomas 1 Margareta 
T Arthurus concesser p sel her ipius Elizabeth qd ipi waran? 
pdcis Rado 1 Nicho \ her ipius Nichi j?dca mafiia 1 ten cum 
ptifi *\ aduocacoes pdcas cont* oes h6ies imppm Et p hac recogfi 
remissione quietclam war fine 1 concordia ijdem Radus ^ Nichus 
eoncesserunt pdSS Thome pdca mafiia 1 ten cum ptifi. 1 aduoc 
pdcas Et ilia ei reddiderunt in eadm cur Hend T tenend eidm 
Thome 1 her mascut de corpe suo pcrea? de capi? dfiis feodi illius 
p svicia que ad pdca mafiia ten ^ advoc ptinent imppm Et si 
contingat qd idem Thomas obierit sine hede masculo de corpe 
suo pcrea? tunc post decessum ipius Thome jpdca mafiia 1 ten 
cum ptifi T; aduoc pdce integre remanebunt Ro^o Pylkyngton 
fur pdci Thome 1 her mascut de corpe suo pcrea? Tenend de 
capi? dfiis &c. Et si contingat qd idem Rogerus obierit sine her 
masculo de corpe suo pcrea? tunc post decessum ipius Rog*i j?dca 
mafiia *\ ten cum ptifi 1. aduocacoes pdce integre remanebunt 
Edo Pylkyngton fri pdcSrf Thome T Ro§i ^ther mascut de corpe 
suo pcrea? Tenend de capi? dnis feodi &c. Et si contingat qd 
idm Edus obierit sine her mascut de corpe suo pcrea? tunc post 
decessum ipius Edi pdca mafiia % tefi cum ptifi 't aduocacoes 
pdce integre remanebunt j)dS> Arthuro Pylkyngton \ her masc 
de corpe suo pcrea? Tenend de capit dfiis &c. Et si contingat 
qd idem Arthurus obierit sine her masculo de corpe suo pcreat 
tunc post decessum ipius Arthuri pdca mafiia '"t tefi cum ptifi 
1 aduocacoes pdce integre remanebunt fJdco Wilto Haryngton 
1 her de corpe suo pcrea? Tenend de capi? dnis &c. Et si con- 
tingat quod idem Wills obierit sine her de corpe suo pcrea? tunc 
post decessum ipius Witti pdca mafiia ^ tefi cum ptifi 't advo- 
cacies pdce integre remanebunt Johi Pylkyngton filio Rofcti 
Pylkyngton armi^i T; her suis Tenend de capi? dfiis &c. imppm. 
(Feet of Fines, Hen. VI., Divers Counties (401-457), No. 454.) 
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Parliament Roll, vol. vi, pp. 34, 35. 



? Sir John Pilkington =t= Katherine Assheton. John Assheton. 

] John. 

Edmund P. ! 

I Ralph. 
Thomas P. 

12 & 13 Edw. • Parliament holden at Westminster on the 6th day of October 
IJJi&J in the 12 Edw. IV. 

In the proceedings in Parliament are recited — Placita apud 
Preston in Amoundernes de cessione ten? ibidem die Jovis prox 
post fm Nativitatis beate Marie Virginis Anno regni regis 
Edwardi iiij tl post conquestum sexto. 

Lane jf Rogerus Lever sum fuit ad respondend Rado Asshe- 
ton militi de ptito qd reddat ei custodiam mafiij de magna Lever 
cum ptin in Middleton &c. 

Et j)dcus Ro^us per Rofctum Croke attornatum suum ven 1 
defend vim ^ injuriam quando &c. Et protestando &c. pro plito 
dicit quod ipse tenet et die impetrationis brevis originalis pdicti 
Ricardi tenuit pd maflium de Magna Lever cu ptin conjunctim 
cum Thoma Pilkyngton armigero et Alicia que fuit uxpr Roberti 
Tempest militis ex dono et concessione Laur Lever eisdm Rogero 
Thome % Alicie ^ heredibus masculis ipsius Rogeri de corpore 
suo procreatis inde factis qui quidm Thomas T Alicia ad hue 
superstites et in plena vita existunt &c. Et de hoc ponit se 
super patriam Et jpdictus Radus simitr Et super hoc jpdictus 
Radulphus dicit quod Thomas Pilkyngton Vice comes comitatus 
pdicti est consanguinus ipsius Radi videlicet Alius Edmundi filiil 
Katerine sororis Johannis Assheton patris Johannis patris predicti 
Radulphi Etpetit breve &c. (Parlt. Rolls, vol. vi, pp. 34, 35.) 
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